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ﬆ THE DOC- 


TRINES OF THE THREE 


Sermons vpon Marke,theg, chap- 
ter, 22.23, verſes, 
(*#) 
SERMON [, 


DOCT. I. 


Hat Sathans malice is benteuena. 
" gainſtour bodies, 
IS [/oS8%| 2 That Gods owne children 
1 1 AJ with their faith haue ſome mixture 
152 of vabclicfc, 
3 That loue makes men to beare others bur- 
thens as if they weretheir owne, 


SERMON IL 
DOCT. I. 


\A7aec Chriſthelpes any one in mercy, he 
fiſt helpes his heart. 
2 That no man hath faith at command. 
3 The faithfullare ſtrongeſt and happieſt. 
A 3 4 Faith 
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4 Faith and godly forrow may well goeto. 
oethtr, 

s Chriſtians muſt ſee and acknowledge their 
graces. 

6 Faith ſhewes men their corruptions, and 
mooucs them to ſeeke heJpe againſt them. 
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SERMON III, 


—__—__ 


DOCT. | 


Hriſt doth all in duetime. 

= z Encmies of Gods Children ſhalbe rebu= 
ed. 

3 Sathan is deſirous to bereaue vs of our ſen» 
ſes andlimbs. 

4. A word of Chriſts mouth is ſufficient to 
helpe vs out of all diſtrefles. 

$ It is all one with Chriſt, to driue the diuel! 
out,and to keepehimout. 

6 Sathan neuer ſeemes more maſterfull then 
when hcis ouer. maſtered. 
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The firſt Sermon. 
MARKE. 9. 


Verſe 22. And oft times hee caſtath him into the fire, 
and into the water, to deſtroy hins : but if thou canſt dee anic 
thing , helpe us: and haue compaſſion vpon vs. 

23 And TESVYS ſaid wnto him, if chou canſ beliene 
it , all things arepoſſible to himthat belieneth, 
| 2 4. And ftratoht way the father of the childe , crying 

with teare), ſaide; Lord, I beleene, helpe my wubehefe. 


ER: He occalion of theſe words is decla- 
ff red in the beginning ofthis hiſto- 
24 XXS5) rie: which was this, thata ccrtaine 
Sf man had a childe polleſled by the 
#| diuell,wh:ch had made him dumbe 
£3) and dcaftc, and that from his child- 
&! hood. in ſo much that he could ne- 
uer ſpeake nor heare in all his life : 
This man inthe abſence of Chriſt, brought him to his 
Diſciples, hearing that they hadciſpotletled others,and 
therefore hoping to findethe like (ucceſle for himſelfe: 
But when they had made triall, they found themſelues 
vnableto caſt the diucl! out of his childe : wherevpon 
their aduerfaries were readic to inſult and triumph 0- 
uer then. In the meancſecaſon our Sauiour commeth 


among them,rcadic tovndertakethe cauſe of his _ 
B Diſ= 
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3 Sathan is deſirous to bereaue vs of our ſen» 
ſes andlimbs, 

4. A word of Chriſts mouth is ſufficient to 
helpe vs out of all diſtreſles. 

$ It is all one with Chriſt, to driuethe diuel! 
out,andto keepehimout. 

6 Sathan ncuer ſeemes more maſterfull then: 
when he is ouer. maſtered.. 
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MARKE. 9. 


Verſe 22. And oft times hee caſtath kim into the fire, 
and into the water, to deſtroy hins : but if thou canſt dee anic 
thing , helpe vs : and haue compaſſion vpon vs. 

23 And TESFYS ſaid unto him, if chou canft belieue 
it , all things arepoſſible to himthat belieneth, 

2 4 And ſtraight way the father of the childe , crying 
with tearet, ſaiac; Lord, I beleene, helpe my wubeliefe. 


ES5=3., He occalion cf theſe words is decla- 
OYN red in the beginning ofthis hiſto- 
& rie : which was this, thata certaine 
Sz man had a childe polleiled by the 
#| diucll,wh:ch had made him dumbe 
£I) and dcaffc, and that from his child- 
2! hood.; in ſo much that he could ne- 
uer ſpeake nor heare in all his life : 
This man inthe abſence of Chriſt, brought him to his 
Diſciples, hearing that they had ciſpotletled others,and 
therefore hoping to finde the likefſuccelle for himſelfe: 
Put when they had made triall, they found themſelues 
vnableto caſt the diucl! out of his childe : wherevpon 
their aduerfaries were readie to inſult and triumph 0- 
uer then. Inthe meanecſealon our Sauiour commeth 
among them,rcadic toyndertakethe cauſe of his _ 
B lt 
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Diſciples againſt their.enemies z the father of this di- 
{tretled childe doth forthwith haſten vnto him, and cn- 
ters into ſpeech with him : Now theſe wordes do con- 
taincpart of that conference which palled betwixt them; 
wherein wee may note theſe three things : 

1. Firſt the petition of the man , withthe reaſon of 
it : he beſought our Sauiour if he could doe any thing, 
that hee would haue compaſſion on him and his ſonne, 
and miniſter comfort vnto him, by giuing deliuerance 
vnto his childe , from his miſerable eſtate wherein hee 
was : andto moue him vnto greater commileration,he 
relatcth vnto him in what ſort Satan did tyrannizec ouer 
him, caſting him oft times mto the fire, to burne him, and n- 
to the water to drowne him, Verlc 22, 

2. Secondly, our Sauicurs an{were,where wee may 
obſcrue,that as the man came with an [ ] ſaying, 1f 
thou canſt dee anie thing : ſo hee anſwereth him with the 
like; If thou canſt beliexe this : that is, if thou canſt bee 
perſwaded of my power, that I am able to doe this, thy 
ſonne ſhall be helped (for that mult needs be ſupplyed) 
and hee yeeldeth a reaſon thereof, all things are poſſible 
zo the beliener , ver(.23: and therefore this is is notim- 
poſſible: as if Chriſt Icſus ſhould haue aide; Whereas 
thou. makeſt queſtion whether I can diſpoileile thy 
ſonne or not, know this, that if there be any doubt, it is 
_ on thy part, not on mine: if thoucanſt belicue, thou 
ſhalt finde,that neither this,norany other matter is too 
difficult for mee: this our Sauiour [peakes, for the hel- 
ping of his weake faith. 

Thirdly , wee may note the replic of this man ypon 
Chriſt his ſpeech; hee crying with teares, ſaid, Lord 7 be- 
liene,helpe mine unbeliefe * verl, 24, Where we (ee thathe 
acknowledgeth the grace of God, that hee did belicue 
in part: and withall, his owne weakenefle, that hee was 
troubled with vabclicte : againſt which , hee _ 

Chri 


Chriſt to he{pe him; that is,tocure him of it,to giue him 
ſtrength again(t it, and deliuerance from it. Andthus 
much forthe order and ſenſe of the wordes; verſe 22. 
And oft times hee cafteth him into the fire, and into the water 
to deſtroy him: | whence obſcrue this dotrine, that bh 
Satan is not onely an enemie vnto the (oules of men, O—_ 
but allo vnto their bodies, againſt mens 
Hee doth not onely ſecke their deſtrucion ſpiritu- bgdics. 
allic by drawing Gods wrath vpon them : but alſo cor- 
porally,by bringing afflitions & miſcriesvponthem z 
as here wee may (ceby his cruell dealing towards this 
child : albeirhe had gotten an habitation in him, which 
was a thing wherein hee much delighted (as may ap- 
pearc by this , that hee counted it a torment to be cat 
out,where once he had taken polleſſion, ) yet hee vied 
great violence towards him , caſting him into the fire, 
and into the water, being contenttorelinquiſh and loſe 
his holde, ſothat the childe might be deſtroyed. The Matk.5. 5. 
like wee may reade in this ſame Euangeliſt, in his firſt 
chapter,where mention is made of one pollciled, whom 
the diucll cauſed to flic from,and to ns the compa- 
nieof men, and toliue in the mountaines, and in the 
graucs,and to knocke himſclfe with ſtones, and ſo to a- 
buſe that-(trength which he had giuen him, to his owne 
great hurt and torment. Soalloin his dealing with 7ob, Iob, 1. 
and with his children and (ſcruants, we may obſerue how 
willing heeis to take libertie to hurt mens bodies, when 
it pleaſeth the Lord to grauntit vnto him. 
And for the further confirmation of this point, 
Let vs firſt take experience foronereaſon,to connince $44/0n + 
vs of thetruth hereof, and that in the limmes of Satan, 
who being led by his ſptrit,doe plainly manifeſt of what 
diſpolition their maiſter is : now concerning them, it 
is ſaid, that the workes of their father they will dee; and of 
Satan,it isſaid, that he was a murtherer from the beginning: Toha.?. 44: 
B z whence 


De&6..1. 


Mark. 5.8. 


I'Iohnjg.1 2. 
T.5am, 18.10, 
Ir, 
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whence it may be concluded, that the more diuellif 
men are, the more murderous and bloudie mindes 
they carrie: and therefore when the dive] was entered 
into 1adas, he preſently fell ro pratifing againſt his 
maiſter : and Caine being of that emill one,ſlue his trother : 
and when theeuill (pirit came vpon Sax, he Jaid about 
him with his ſpearc, with full purpoſe to hauc bereft 
Dazid of his life : and fo it is with ſwaggercrs and drun- 
kards,and ſuch like helliſh perſons, when they haue no 
enemies to fall out with, they drawe their weapons on 
their friends,and many times murder their owne com- 


_ panions: which is an cuident demonſtration of the cru- 


Mark. s. 


je. 


ell affeRion that is in Sathans members, cucn towards 
thebodies of men. 

Againc,this may be another reaſon of the point, that 
Sathan carricth a deadly malice againſt all the crea- 
tures, (as we may fee in his deſire tn enter into the 
ſwine) and therefore much more vnto mankind : and 
thatnot onecly againſt the Image of God renewed by 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, but cuen againſt thoſe remnants 
thereof that are remaining in thenature of: man:whence 
it is, that he is ſo violentagainſt their bodies,and ſcekes 
to torture them as well as their ſoules, as carrying ſome 
ſtampeand impreſſion of Gods workemanſhip in them. 

This pointſerueth, 

Firſt for the iuſt reproofe and condemnation oftheir 
follicand madneſſc, thatwill vpon any occafion haue 
recourſeynto Sathan,. or to any meancs of his inuen- 
tion, cither for the relicuing of thcir eſtate, or the ca- 
ſing of their bodies, or the helping of their children, 
or the like : howſocuer ſuch doe in word profetle that 
they -eſteeme of the diuell as of an vtter encmic vnto 
mankinde, yet indeed they ſhew the quite contrarie, 
242. that they rather iudge him to be a friend, than a 
foc: forthcy will runne from God, and from their _-_ 

rc 
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reſt friends, toſecke ynto him z and preferre his ſeruict 
before the (eruice of any whoſocuer he be. Many will 
ſerue the Lord hollowly, and their mailters vatruſtily, 
but the diueli in good carnef?, and without hypocriſic, 
wholy applying themſclues to fuifill the luits of the 
fleſh, they imagine that there is too much rigour in 
Gods lawe, and too much ſcueritic in mens dealings, 
and that Sathan is the beſt and kindett maiſter of all 
others : he will giue them full libertic to breake the 
Sabbath z to be drunken,to be wanton and laſciuious,to 
fhlſh and ſtealc, and to doeany thing elſe whereunto 
their (linfull nature leadeth them : they may hauc any 
indulgenceat his hands; without checke, or controules 
ment : and hence it commeth to palle that he hathſuch 
troupecs of followers, and that almoſt allthe world are 
hisſeruants and vallals. But theſe menYoclittle conli- 
der in the meane while,whata crucll tyrant,and mortail 
aduerſaricheis vnto them, yea cuen to their bodies. 
How can that be (will ſome ſay) ſecing that ſuch doe Obet!. 

live mcrily, andenrich them(ſclucs in the world, and 
come to places of great preferment?If to take the cour. 
les before named be to ſerue the diuel, fnrely (for ought 
wecan fcc) he ſeemes to be a kinder maiſter than he is 


taken for. 
Nay, he isa cruell tyrant notwithſtanding all this, Az/ver- 
and that to the very outward man, for (that we may 5 


giue inſtance in ſome particulars) when Sathan giues 
libertic toany one totake his ſwing in {willing and drin- 
king;doth he'not by that meanes ouerthrow his eſtate, 
craze his braine,blemiſh his name, and fill his body full 
of noylomic diſeaſes? and doth not the diucll then take 
a ſcourge as it were into his hand, wherewith he payerh 
them home that are giuen oucr to that inordinate 
courſe of liſe ? So when he giues allowance vnto inento 


follow their couctous humour, doe they not pinch 
B 2 their 


-Numb, 24. 
RNeuel.2.1 4. 
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their bellies, and depriue themſclucs oft times of ne- 
ce{laric foode ? doe they not reſtraine their eyes from 
ſleepe in the night, and vexe themſclues with many 
painefull cares, as what if ſuch a cheſt ſhould be bro- 
ken open ? what if theeues ſhould get ingo ſuch a cham- 
ber? what if my ſcruants ſhould be vafaithfull at home ? 
What ifthey ſhould not looke well to my.cattle abroad? 
with a thouſand ſuch troubleſome thoughts, which 
doe breake off their reſt, and impaire their hearts, and 
by degrees drawc daygerous diſcaſes vpon them : it 
would be too muchto particularize in pleaſures of di- 
uers kinds, in gaming,in ambition, & ſuch like: where. 
inwhen the diucll hath once intangled men, he dceth 
keepe them as it were in Bridewell. But grant for the 
time, that he is kinde vnto (infull perſons in letting 
them haue their fill of iniquitie, yet he is withall craftie, 
and ſceketh to ouer-reach them by ſubtiltie : for he 
knoweth. that his power is limited, ſo that he cannot 
doe what he would ; and therefore he laboureth by 
drawing men vntoſuch courſes as are diſplealing vnto 
the Lord, toput them oucr into his hand,(who as he 
well knowcs) both can and will plague and puniſh 
them, cither in body, or in ſoule, or in both: ſo that by 


preſenting before their eyesthe benefits that they ſhall 


cape by ſinne, he doth but offer vnto them a ſugred 


.cuppe,which hath deadly poyſon in the bottome of it: 


ora goodly faire baite, which hath a dangerous hooke 
in the midfts of it. His dealing herein, may not vnfitly 
be compared vnto the counſell which thatfalſe pro- 
phet Balaam gaye vnto Balac,kingof Aoab:who know- 
ing that he could not preuaile againſt the Iſraclites,ſo 
long as they<ontinued in Gods fauour, but though hee 
curſed them , yet the Lord would ble{lethem : hee ad- 
uiſeth that King (it euer hee meant to doe them a mi(- 


cricfe) to vie them kindly,and friendlic; to bidde them 
to 
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to their wake, when they offered ſacrifice to their hlthie 
Idoll, and there to make them good cheere, and with- 
all,to offer vnto them ſome of their faireſt women; that 
ſo beeing drawen to linne againſt God, hee might cxe- 
cute ſome iudgement vpon them : and this diuelliſh 
counſell was that indeed , which cauſed Gods people to 
raſte of his indignation, In the ſame manner doth Sa- 
tan beguile the ſonnes of men : hee cannot bring vpon 
them that miſerie and miſchiefe that hee deſireth , and 
therefore hee ſtirreth men vp to proucke the Lord by 
their pride,and voluptuoulncs,and worldlines, or ſome 
ſuch like corruptions, and then hauing made warre be- 
twixt the Lord and them, hee (tands by and clappes his 
hands, to ſec him ſmiting and plaguing them for their 
offences. | 
Secondly,con(idering that Satan is ſuch a crucll ene- 
mie vnto vs, it ſhould reach vs to giue vntothe Lorde 
the honour and praiſ* of our preſeruation : that not- 
withſtanding wee haue ſo many thouſand mightie, and 
craftie, and maliciuus aduerfaries,yetwee liuc in ſafctic, 
and doc enioy innumerable bleſſings of God to our 
great comfort : that albcitthe diuell comes necrvys, yet 
he cannot hurt vs : and though this raucnous wolte be 
cuen in the middeſt ofthe flocke,yet hee:cannot ſpoyle 
ſo much as one lambe among them : and that howſo- 
euer there bee multitudes of his Adherents, that hauc a 
deadly quarrel] againſt pictic,and again(t the ypholders 
and maintainers thereof,ſo that no Lyon is more gree- 
die of his prey, then they are of the blood of Godsſer- 
uants, yet wee enioy our health,and ſtrength,and food, 
and familics, and libertic of calling vpon the name of 
the Lord: for this wonderfull fauour of our good God, 
in reſtraining the diuell & his inſtruments from doing 
vs miſchiefe,we ſhould neuer ccaſe to magnitie his glo- 
rious name: cucrmore endeuouring to keep our ſeſues 
in 


Vſe.2. 


Dot. 2. 
The faithfull 
tainted with 
ynbelicte, 


Gen.T!, 
Gen. 28.23. 


.Gen. 16. 
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in his fauour, that ſo he being with vs, and ſtanding for 
Vs, We may not neede to feare any of our aducrſarics 
that intend hurt and violence azainſt vs. 

But if thou canſt doe any thing.” Inthat this man makes 
a doubt whether Chriſt can helpe his child, or not,and 
ſo manifeſts his infidelitic, aibeit he was otherwiſe a 
godly man:this dotrine may be colleAed hence,that 

Gods owne children with their faith, haue ſome mix- 
ture of vnbelicte. | 

That this man was a beleeuer, may appeare by ſun- 
dric ciccumſtances of thetext : as namely,that he came 
vnto Chriſt his diſciples.for helpe, and when he found 
none attheir hands,did not depraue,nor diſgrace them, 
but went vnto our Sauiour, and that not onely to haue 
his ſonne helped,but to haue his ownevnbclicfe cured, 
giuing him this honour,to be the author and worker of 
grace inthe hearts of the ſonnes of men: yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, he herein manifeſted his infirmitic, 
that he made queſtion of Chriſt his power, whether he 
could caſt the diucll out of his child or not. 

The ſcripture is plentifuil of teſtimonies for the con- 
firmationof this point. Abraham was the father of be- 
lecucrs, and had a full parſwalton in ſome particulars : 
yet how weake did he ſhew himfelfe, when he expoſed 
his wife to euident perill of violating her chaſtitie, by 
cauling her to ſay that ſhe was his ſiſter, that ſo his lite 
might beſparced,which otherwiſe might be endangered 
(as he thought) by reaſon of her beautic ?as if the Lord 
could not as well protet him in Gerar, and in Eoipr, as 
he haddone in Canaaz, andin Aeſopotarmain | So alſo in 
another particular: the Lord promiſcd that he ſhould 
haue a child by Sara/. but henad waited long, and the 
promiſe was not yct fulfilled, and now Sarah was alto- 
gether vnlikely (in the ordinarie courſe of nature) to 
hearcachild:in this caſe what doth Abraham ? at the 


pa on 
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perſwaſionof his wite, hee takes Hagar, that ſo Sarah 
/might haue a (onne by her : as if God had beene in a 
} traite, and knewe not how to bee as good as his word, 
pvnles the promiſe might beare this conſtruction , that 
Sarah ſhould haue achild indecd, but by another,rhis 
was great vnbelicte in him. 

Damid likewiſe had commonly an excellent faith, in 1-5939-2+ 
ſo much that when Sar! hisenemiec was in his handes, ©**'? 
ſo that hee might hauc ſlaine himzand was vrged by his 
.men ſo to doc,or to ſuffer them to doe it, yet hee would 
in nowiſe yceld vntothem, to take away Sax life ; but 
reſolucd to waite vpon the Lord , who would take him 
away in due time, cither by a naturall, or by a violent 
death,and aduance him to the Kingdome in his ſteede : 
yet aftcrthis good reſolution, he manifeſted great frail- 
tic and weaknes of faith : for he ſaid tn his heart , I ſhall 
now periſhone day by the hand of Saul: and therey pon he 1+ 539427.1- 
fled vnto the King of Gath, and there beeing in perill 
of hislife,bewrayed much infidelitic before the king. 

 Andthe like corruption doth our Saviour oft times 
reprehend in his Diſciples,#hy did youfeare,s yee of lutle Math. 8,26. 
faith? faith hee, and as theſe particularexamples do c- Eu: 5- 
uidently prouc the point in hand, ſo alſo doth the ge- 
nerall example of the whole Church,of which the Pro- 
phet 7/azah ſpeaketh thus : Zion ſaid, the Lord hath for- 
ſaken mee, and my Lerd hath fergottenmee ; | f they had af- Iſaiah. 49-14. 
firmed that God had rciefted but one member of his 
Church,though it were but one ofthe meaneſt;asit were 
the little finger,it had beene a great diſhonour vnto his 
Name; butthat hee ſhould caſt off his whole Church, 
wasa charge farre more hainousand intollcrable : and 
argued a great meaſure of vnbeliefe in Gods people, 
that either ſaid it,or thought it. Yet the Lord doth not 
diſcourage them for this,but rather v{cth arguments to 
confirme and ſtrengthen them. Cana woman (faith he) yerr x, 
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orget hey childe,and not hane compaſſion on the ſoune of her 
wombe ? though they ſhould forget, yet will not I forget thee. 
In which words the Lord tcelleth thew for their com- 
fort, that a mother, that hath a child ſucking on her 
breaſts, may ſooner forſake it, and forget that ſhe hath 
ſuch an one, than he can relinquiſh them, and let his 
choſen ones ſlippe out of his minde. 

Now the rcaſon why the remnants of infidelitiedoe 
Iy—_ in ſuchas are Gods faithfull ſcruants, are 
thele. 

Firſt, becauſe there is in the beſt a great defet of 
knowledge, as the Apoſtle witneſleth: x,Cor.13.12,and 
certaine itis,that we cinot belecuc more than we know, 
though we may know more than we belecue: and there- 
fore our knowledge being but weake and imperfect, 
our faith cannot be abſolute and perfect, 

Secondly,there is no other grace of God, but is ioy- 
ned with imperfeions, and therefore faith cannot be 
perfect ; for if it were, it would perfeR all thereſt of the 
vertues thatare in vs: our humilitic would be without 
any pride : our patience without any diſcontentment : 
our loue without any manner of bitternetle,&c. 

Thirdly, it isa good prouidence of God that it ſhould 
be ſo; for otherwiſe his wonderfull mercic in bearing 
with vs, and his mightie hand in vpholding vs, would 
not ſo cuident]y be ſcene : we could not elſe fo cally 
parceiue how ſtrong the Lord is, in fenſing vs againſt 
dangerous temptations in deliuering vs from violent 
corruptions: inarming vs againſt boiſterous perſecu- 
tions;zand in vpholding vs in all manner of tribulati- 
ONs, 

Let this therefore firſt of all be an inſtruction vnto 
vs,to teach vsto be more ſparing in our cenſures, when 
we finde defeds of faith, cither in our ſclues or others. 
The beſt of Gods (eruants (as hath beene ſufficiently 

prooucd) 
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prooued)are ſubiet to many doubtings, both concer- 
ning the promiſes of God, and concerning his proui- 
dence : and therefore when we finde the like in our 
ſelues or others,let vs not thereupon conclude, that we 
arc not of the number of the faithfull ; for we may haue 
atruc iuſtifying faith at that very inſtant, when weare 
full of doubting touching ſome particular points z as 
may be ſcenc in the examples before alleaged for the 
confirmation of this doctrine: and if God ſhould worke 
allatoncein vs, there would be no moreimployment 
for him ;nor any further vſe of the meanes of our fal- 
uation. Let vsnottherefore diſcourage our hearts,as if 
we had no faith, becauſe we finde defects in our faith : 
or as if we had nothing clſe but infirmitics, becauſe we 
finde ſome infirmitics in our ſelues : Chriſt deales more 
charitable than ſo with Peter: for though he were afraid 
vpon the (ight of a great waue, after that Chriſt had gi- 
uen him experience of his power, in making him able 
to walke _ the ſea, yet doth he not call him vnbe- 
lecuer, or faithles perſon: but faith vnto him, Why did- Math. 4-21: 
deft thou feare, 6 thousf little fauh ? giuing him his due, 
that he had ſore faith ; albeit he had got ſo much as he 
ſhould hauec had. 

Secondly,is it ſo, that the beſt haue ſome dregges of Vet. 
ynbeliefe (till remaining in them ? then let vs be cx- 
ceeding carcfull in lookingto nur owne hearts, for o- 
therwile we may fall very dangeroufly.Letvs not there- 
fore preſume vpon this, that we haue faith, and there- 
fore we ſhall alwaies ſtand vpright : for though we haue 
a wonderfull excellent faith, as Abraham had, and as 
Danid had, yct we may ſuddenly flippe into ſcandalous 
offences, as they did , becauſe we haue infidelitic as a 
dangerous traytour ſtill harbouring within vs, which 
hath many ill companions attending vpon it, and is 
readie (till to ſhe it ſelfe in diſtempered pallions, and 
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inordinate courſes, vnlcile wee doe maruellous caretul- 
liereſtraine and repretſe the motions thereof, Little 
thought Peter cuer todenicand forfweare his maiſter, 
when hee was ſorclolute,that he (ſtood vpon it with our 
Sauiour ,rhat though hce ſhould diewith him, yet hee 
would neuer forſake him ; yet we reade what his vnbe- 
liefe brought him. vato. Wee are of the ſame pa- 
ture that heewas , Iet vs therefore bee admoniſhed by 
his example , that when wee rhizhe that wee ſtand , wee 
take heeds leaſt wee fall : forthough wee be neuer fo va- 
lorous in ourowne conceits, little doe. wee know in- 
to what crueltic,and into what bitternes of ſpeech wee 
may breake forth , and how cxcceding cowardlie wee 
may ſhew our (clues inthe cauſes of God : the ſerious 
conlideration whereof , ſhould cauſe vs cucrmore to 
haue an eye vnto our vabelicfe, and to looke narrowly 
therevnto : yea to lay ſtrong chaines vpon it, and to 
keepe it cloſe,priſoner : for otherwiſe , it will make 
ſome ſcape or other, and comming abroade, will play 
ſuch leaud trickes, as will bring ſhame vntovs, and dif. 
honour vnto God ,and a blemiſh vpon our holic pro- 
feſlion. 
Helpe Vs, and hauz compaſſion 08 VS ; that is , ON Mce 
and'my childe : Whenceariſeth this dofrine, that 
True loue will cauſe men to make their caſe for whom 
they pray to be their owne. It will make them to com- 
municate with thefr eſtate, for whom they become ſui- 
ters vato the Lord,andto bearc a burden with them in 


ther owne. their afflictions: as heere weſeein this man,who made 


 Ta49.12, 


is ſonnes caſe and his ownealike; 

Thus doth the Prophet 7/aiz) make-himſelfea par- 
tie , when hee dealeth with the Lorde in the behalte of 
the /ewes,againſt whom Gods wrath was kindled, Our 
treſpaſſes are manie before thee({zith hee)and our fines teſti« 


fie againſt 15. Andagaine, chapt, 64. 6, ee haxe beene 


as 
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as an vucleane thing , and our rightconſnes as filthie clontes, 

&c. Inthelikeſort ſpeaketh the Prophet 1eremie ;, © 

Lord,though our iniquities teftifie againſt v((aith hee)aeale 

withws according to thy nam? : for our rebellions are manie, 

wee hane ſinned againſt thee, So doeth Daniel alſo, Wee 

hane (med ((aith he)and hane committed imquitie, and haue Daniel,g,;. 

done wickealy ; yea , wee hane rebelled , and haue departed 

from thy precepts , and from thy indgements. Andlaſtlic, 

(not to heape together moe examples of this kinde ) 

200d Ezra manifelteth the like holy affeion,as thoſe 

before-na med did; forthus hee prayeth, O my G OD, pxxra.g.6 

I am confounded, and aſhamed to lift vp mine eyes vnto thee 

my God : for our mniquities are increaſed oner our head , and 

817 treſpaſſe is growenvp wato the heaxen. In which exam- 

ples we ſee, that thoſe holie men of God, though they 

were very innocentofany hainouscrime,and inreſpe&t 

of thoſe faults,which they for whom they prayed were 

guiltic of, altogether hlameletTe,and vntainted,yer they 

tooke to heart the offences committed by others, as it 

had beeneprincipall men in the ſame. = 
The rcaſons why Gods children muſt bee thus affe. £4497 

Red, are theſe. 

Firſt, becauſe this fellow-feeling of others miſcrics, 
is a veric cffeAual] mecanesto make them feruent and 
earnelt in their ſuites and requeſts: as theexamples be- 
fore alleaged , doeclearely n:anifeft, Whereas on the 
contrarie, if men doe not much care for others calami- 
tics, as if they did nothing atall , or vericlittle con- 
cerne them ; they will pray, butvery coldlic and drow- 
ſilicfor them. 8 

Secondly , as this ſenfiblenesof other mens diſtreſ- 
ſes,will make Gods ſcruants feruent, ſo will it alſo make 
them conſtant in their prayers for them: ſo that after 
many delayes andrepuiſcs, they will {till perſcuere in 
making ſupplication for them :but onthe other lide, it 

C 3 men 
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men be not thus afte&ed toward them, they will quick. 
ly be diſcouraged, and (oone let their ſuite fall to the 
ground:as we may obſerue in the diſciples of our Saui- 
our,who ſpeaking for the woman of Canaan, without a- 
ny great ſenſe and feeling of her miſcrie,were very cold 
and ſhort in their requeſt. Maiſter (lay they) /end her a- 
»47 : that is, diſpatch her, that ſhe may be gone, for fe 
cryeth afrervs. Now when Chriſt anſwered that he 4 

net ſent vnto the loſt ſheepe of the houſe of Iſrael, their pray- 
erwas at an end, and they had no more to ſay for her : 

but the poore woman, being thoroughly afflicted with 

the tormenrof her daughter, would not let the matter 

palle ſo, but replycth vpon Chritt Ieſus, and anſwereth 

cuery one of his obicctions, till at length her requeſt 

was granted. 

Thirdly, this will cauſe their prayers to be cffeQuall, 
and to finde good admittance and acceptance with the 
Lord : they cannot but be welcome vnto himzin regard 
they proceed from abundance of loue, and of tender 
compaſſion inthe parties, which are graces wherewith 
the Lord is well pleaſed, yea, and much delighted. 

Fourthly, as others ſhall haue the benefite of ſuch 
prayers,ſo ſhal they theſelues that make them haue the 
comfort thereof ina ſpeciall manner : As eremie, and 
Daniel, andſuchlike holy men, who vpon the granting 
oftheir requeſts, had an hundred times more conſola- 
tion, than ordinaric people for whom they prayed: and 
if it ſo fall out that our requeſts be not granted in the 
particulars, yet ſhall we ſome way or other be propor- 
tionably recompenced by the Lord. 

Laſtly;ifno other reaſon would induce vs,yet the ex- 
ample of our blctfſed Saujour ſhould moue vs tothis 
holy communicating with the miſcries of our bre- 
thren : for he tooke our perſons vpon him, and he that 


knew no ſine, was made ſine for vs, that we might be made 
the 
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the righ teouſnes of Goa,through him, He became our ſure- 
tic , and tooke vpon him both the guiltineſſe and pu- 
niſhment of our linnes: hedid notonely pitticvs , and 
ſpeakefor vs, but allodealt for vs,anddicd for vs: and 
therefore it behooueth vs to put on the ſame minde that _ 
was in. Chriſt Teſus : and to bee affected in the like fort © bil.2.5. 
as he was, Which maketh for the juſt reproofe of thoſe, .. 
who when they are petitioners vnto God for others , He tb 
deale no otherwiſe then great mens Attendants com- 
monly do, for ſuch as haue before hand hired themts: 
preferre their ſuites vnto their maiſters : or then cor- 
rupt Lawiers doe for their Clients , when they haue re- 
cciucd their fees : they thinke they (hall looſe nothing 
if matters go again(t them : nor gaineany thing if they 
ſucceed for them : and thereforc they vie not much ca« 
gcrnetle inthe purſuite thereof, but deale coldlic and 
carcleſly in the caules which they vndertake : Sodoca 
great manie in their ſuites which they put vp vnto God; 
yea, cuen then when they are to (ſpeake for their owne 
children , or other neere friends : and that when they 
are in a moſt lamentable taking , ſo that they might 
iuſtly ſay as the woman of Caraar did of her daughter, 
O Lord haue mercie on mee , my childe , or my friend,is 
miſerablie vexed with a dinel{: miierablic haunted with jy, x * 
pride,with yncleanneſle,with voluptuouſnes, &c : Yet 
Satan doth as it were,bellow forth at their mouthes, and 
is ready to calt them(not into the water,or into the fire, 
as was this mans childe, but) cuen into hell fire, which 
neuer ſhall bee quenched: albeit (I fay) the caſe ſtand 
thus with manic mens children, or friendes : Nay fur- 
ther , though they hauc beene brought to this paſle by 
their ill educating of them, or their giuing of ill exam- 
ple vnto them, yet when they are to make ſupplication 
vnto the Lord forthem, they are marucllous remitle 
and cold inthe ſame: thereby ſhewingthat their praiers 
pro- 


its 
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Proceed from theirlips, rather than from their hearts. 
Nay, inthe caſe of Gods Church, whereof they them- 
ſelues are members, or at leaſt profcile themſelues fo 
to be, they aske ſo carele(ly and drowlily, as if it did no- 
thing at all pertaine vnto them,whether the Goſpe# hane 
4 free paſſage or not ; whether Gods ordinances be cn- 
loyed in {inccritic and puritic or not ; whether Gods 
ſcruants continue in their vprightneſle or not, &c. This 
is a fault ſharpely to be cenſured in ſuch as make pro- 
fcilion of the truth, and we haue all cauſe much to con» 
demneourſclues for our great fayling in this behalfe : 
and to labour hercafterto put on the bowels of tender 
compaſlion, that ſo wee may make othres caſes our 
owne, and mourne for their calamities, and for their 
tranſgreſſions, as ifthey were our owne. 

Secondly, is it ſo, that chriſtian loue will cauſe meu 
to partake with others in their diſtreiles, as ifthey were 
theirs?then here is matter of ſpeciall coſolation vnto all 
the Saints of God : forthere is neuera one ofthem, but 
hath ſundrie others to beare his burden, and tocom- 
municate with him in all his ſorrowes and anguiſhes, 
And therefore, let them not be vtterly diſmaicd, albeit 
they cinot take their owne caſe to heart as they would, 
and as they ſhould : if they be inwardly gricucd that 
they are ſoſenſleile of the ſtroakes of God vpon them, 
they may takethis for their comfort,that God will patle 
by their infirmitic,andaccept of theferucncie of others 
prayers in their behalte,whoare more earneſt with God 
for them,than they can be for themſelues. Thus much 
concerning the mans petition :; our Sauiours anſwere 
followecth. 
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VERSE 2;. 


If thou canſt beletne, all things are poſſible 
10 the belecner. 


> 4 ,Eere wee mull note, that when it is 
>) laid , If thou canſt beleene, cc: The 
= Mcaning is not, that Chriſt could 


2 not healc his childevnlefſe hee did 
P belecue : for mans difabilitie doth 


- £1 nothing diminiſh Gods abilitic : 

R'SEX) but this is ſpoken by our Sauiour 

to helpe the mans faith, hee knew 
well cnough that hee did in part belecue,but hee would 
hanc him (carch , andtrichis heart, and ſet his faith a 
worke before hee would graunt his requeſt. Whence 
wee may notethis DoCtrine, that | 
Where Chriſt Ieſus doth helpe anic one in mer- DoJt.t. 

cie, hec firſt. helps his heart , and layes the foundati- _ = 
on of his worke in hisſoule. This courſe hee tooke Vt BE ca 
with 7fartha and Marie, when hee would gratific them 


TT 
with a ſpeciall fauour, inreſtoring tolifetheir dead bro- ** \; 
ther, which was very deerevntothem; Hee firſt of all (4 4 
Jaboursto (ſtrengthen their faith in this point, that hee } 
was ablc to raiſc him out of the graue againe : yea, 


though 
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though hee had beene foure daycs dead, 

Inthelike ſort dealt the Lord with the Apoſtle Pas), 
when heand the reſt that were with him,had bene four- 
teene dayes talled witha ſore and dangerous tempeſt, 
looking cuer and anon, when they ſhould bee drowned 
in the Sea, and all that while had caten nothing , feare 
hauing takenaway their ſtomachs. Inthis extremitie 
God ſent his Angell vnto Paul, not giuing him preſent 


 deliverance,buttelling him that hee and the reſt ſhould 


4. Chron, 20, 
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Reaſons. 
I 


Ifa7.9+ 


1.Kiogs.20- 


1.Kings,22. 


be deliucred,, that ſo their faith might be exerciſed by 
depending on his promiſe, and the benefite might bee 
more acceptable when it came, The like may beſaid of 
Tehoſhaphats caſe , when ſuch huge armics of. enemies 
came againſt him : it was then time (wee would haue 
thought) for the Lord to (et vpon his aduerfaries, and 
to ouerthrowe their forces : but hee firlt of all ſends 
king Tehoſhaphat , and the reſt of the people, a Prophet 
to fittc and prepare their hearts, for ſuch a wonderfull 
vicoric, as afterward hee gauethem ; and that made it 
to bee a farre greater bleſſing , then otherwiſe it could 
hauec beene. 
And the reaſon why God doth firſt helpe the heart,is, 
Firſt, becauſe otherwiſe the benefite that he beſtow- 
cth,would bee but momentanic : for either che thing it 
ſelfe ſhould be taken away, cr elſe ſome miſchicfe enſue 
vpon the hauing of it , ſothat-it would ceaſe to bee a 
bleſling. Hence is it , that the Lord faith vnto Ahaz, 
and his people, after hee had promiſed them deliuc- 
rance from theirenemies; /fyee beleene not, ſurely yee ſpall 
yot bee eſtabliſhed, And therefore was it, that though 
wicked _4hab were ſaued from the ſword of the king of 
Aram, at one time,yet hee got little by it : for hauing 
no grace in his heart, hee was wounded in fighting a- 
gainſt the Aramites another time, ſo that his Charret- 


man carried him out of the hoaſt, vnto Samaria , and 
death 
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death carried him from thence vnto hell, the proper 
place of ſuch linfull rebels as he was, 

Secondly,when mens hearts are well fitted for a bleC. 
ſing, it becomes a double bleſling vato them. For it 
doth notalone helpe them for their preſent ſtate, but 
alſo for theireternall ſtate : not onely for this life, but 
for cuerlaſting life : not for the preſent alone, but fore- 
ucr afccr, they being atlured, that God is alwaics the 
ſamcin grace and fauour towards his children, 

Therefore if at any time we delireany bleſling, or de- 
liucrance for our ſclucs,or our friends, out of dangers, 
ordebts, or the like, Jet vs intreate the Lord firſt of all 
toapplic his medicine tothe due place. We ſee it ordi- 
narie with skilfull phyſitians in the curing of many diſ- 
caſcs,that though the licknelle be in the head,or in any 
other part, yet they conucigh their phylicke intothe 
ſtomach. Solet vs beſcech the Lord that he will deale 
withvs, orwith ſuchas areneere ynto vs: that he will 
beginne his curc in our heart, which is the tomacke of 
the ſoule; which being ſoundly healed, we ſhall finde, 
not onely the fit (taicd for the preſent, but the ſicknes 
preuented for afterwards. | 

Secondly, let the wiſedome of Chriſt in his dealing 
with this man, ſcrue for our imitation : Are we minded 
to doe our neighbours a good turne in outward re- 
ſpcs,for their bodic, or for their eſtate,or for his chil- 
dren ? let vs in the firlt place labouras farre as God hath 
inabled vs, to helpe hate hearts zto increaſetheir re- 
pentance; to (trengthen their faith in Gods promiſes 
and providence, and to miniſter vnto them ſpirituall 
refreſhing as well as corporall. And thus taking the ſame 
courle with our friends in their ficknefles, and in their 
diltreiſe,as our Sauiourdid, we may the more comfor- 
tably expect a full recompence of our worke from the 
righteous Iudge of heauen and earth ; and _— = 
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ſhall haue this teſtimonic vnto our ſoules, that we doe 
not good things in a carnall manner, nor for fleſhly re- 
ſpecs, butwith an vpright heart,and to arightend, de- 
fring principally that God may be glorified in the ſal- 
uation of the partics, to whom our beautic and kind- 
neſle is extended. 

Thirdly , ſecing that the Lord vſcth to begin his 
workc inthe hart, where he purpoſcth tovouchſafeany 
outward bleſling in mercie : Let this teach vs not to be 
impatient, nor tothinke it too long, cre God beſtow a- 
ny benefit vpon vs: but let vs rather looke into our 
ſclucs, and ſuſpet our ownepreparation and fitnelle to 
be partakers ofany ſpeciallfauour from the Lord, 

Will notour aduerſaries be paciftied toward ys, nor 
reconciled vnto vs ? Let vs examine whether we haue 
made'peace with the Lord, and procured his lcuing 
cuuntenance to ſhine vpon vs : otherwiſe we may cer- 
tainely conclude, that all our cncmics heate is tut a 
ſparke of his diſpleaſure againſt vs. Are our outward 
wants & neceſſities many & great, and of long continu- 
ance? letvs maketriall whether they. doe not proceed 
from want of religion ;from want of ſinceritic before 
the Lord,& of a godly, and honeſt conuerſation before 
men : hauc we great imbecilitic in our bodies, and doe 
we finde a ſenlible decay of our health? let vs ſearch 
whether the weakenelTe of our faich haue not beene the 
caulc of it, in that we haue not conſcionably vicd the 
mecanes that God hath appointed for the confirming 
therof : and whether we haue notdeclined in the courſe 
ofour obedience, and beene too well content to feele 
anuinward decay of Gods graces, for which Gods hand 
Hath lighted vpon our outward man. Andif we dcale 
thus, we ſhall. be driuen to accuſe our (clues, rather than 
to murmur againſt God, and fo fitting our (clues for 
mercie, weſhall finde itat his hands in due ſeaſon, and 


that 
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that to our greater comfort , then if wee had obtained 


ic ſooner, | 
If thou caxfl beliene,cs:] In that our Saviour makes a 


doubt hercof, & thatnot without caulc,the dotrinc is, Do 2. 
that, It is not in any mans owne power to belceuc when No mas ha f 


hce will,and what hee will, and as much as he will, 


Faithis nct at mens commaund : for if it had beene, 


our Sauiour would neuer hauc propounded this quelti. 
on : neither would the Diſciples haue leftthe child vn- 
cured , which now was brought vnto our Sauiour :' for 
they were defirous to doe n. they could for the ho- 
nour of their mailter, for their owne credite and com- 
fort, and forthe (topping of the mouthes of their bit- 
tcr aduerſarics.: Now the cauſe why they could not calt 
out this diuell was ( as their Maiſter tolde them ) their 
vnbcliete : not that they were vnwilling to belecue, but 
that they were vnableto belecue , vnletle they ſhould 
haue vſcd faſting and prayer for the obtaining cf taith, 
which they could not doe. And ifanic delirea proc fe 
of this point,lcthim read the 17, chapt. of Lxke, where 
the Apoſtles hearing our Sauiour deliuer this leſſon, 
that if owr brother ſiune againſt vs ſ[eurn times im a day, and 
ſeucn times ina day turne agaviie unto vs, ſaying , it repenteth 
wce : weemuſt forgine him : they take occalion thereby, 
to pray in this ſort : Lordincreaſe onrfaith. Which is 
in cftcR;as.ifthey had ſaid; Lord, this is a dutic which 
is beyond our reach : our faith will not extend (o farre, 
and therefore Lord fithence thou requirelt this at our 

hands, adde vnto that meaſure of faith which thou haſt 
given vs,thatſy wee may be able to performe it. Now 

if they could haue belccued as much as they would, 
what need had they chus carneltly todelirean increaſe 

of theirfaith ? Let thfis then be concluded for a certaine 


truth, thatno man is able to attainc to what meaſure of 


faith it pleaſcth him, Neither is this ſo only at mens 
D 3 firſt 


faith at cot 
maund, 


Luk. 17.5, 
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firſt conuerſion, but afterwards alſo, 

For their firſt converſion, there is no doubt but it 
proceedeth wholic from God , and is his meere gift, 
according tothat of our Sauiour , None can come vnto 
wee, except the father draw him, And that of the Apoſtle, 
Vato you it ts ginen for Chriſt , that not onely yee ſhould be- 
lreneinhim, but alſo ſuffer for his ſake, 

And as for the ſtate ofa Chriſtian after his conuer- 
ſion, it is as plaine, that none can exerciſe his faith in a- 
ny particular without Gods ſpeciall aſſiſtance:as may be 
ſeene in the example of Abraham, who though he had 
a very excellent faith, yet when he came into a forren 
countrie among a barbarous people,it much failed him 
in that particular, that he could nut reſt ypon Gods 
power and prouidence for the preſcruation of hislife, 
but choſe rather to expoſe his wite to danger, by ſlaying - 
that ſhe was his ſiſker.Otherwiſe he thought,that though 
they were not ſo monſtrouſly wicked (as many now a 
daicsare) asto abuſe his wife, he being aliue, yet they 
would kill him, that ſothey might freely take her vnto 
themſclues. Here we ſee carnall reaſon did oppolc it 
ſelfe againſt his faith, and in this particular oucrſwaied 
him. Andſo it was with Zacharie,the husband of Eliza- 
bet (though ouerwiſe a true belecuer) when he heard of 


.the Angellthat he ſhould haue aſonne in his old age,he 


wasſointangled with carnall conceites, that he could 
not giue credit thereto: I am olde (faith he) and my 
wife is olde,andis it poſſible thatſuch olde people as we 
arc ſhould haue a childe? And inthe ſame caſe did Sarah 
faile, though ſhe were the Aatriarch of holy women, 
when ſhe was tolde that ſhe ſhould beare a ſonne, ſhe 


laughed atit, as if it were a ridiculous thing to beleeue 


any ſuch matter : and as carnall reaton doth hinder the 


faith.of Gods ſeruants, fo alſo doe diltempered paſli- 
-ons,as angerand feare,and thelike, As we may note in 


Hoſes, 
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Meſes,though an admirable man,and ſuch an one as in 
other caſcs had fhewed a care and worthie faith, yet be- 
ing vexedand troubled at the rebellious diſpolition of 
the peopic of /racl, he manite(ted great vabclicte : for 
when God promifed him to feede all that people for a 
moneth with flcſh in the wildernes, he doubted how it 
could be : What (faith he) ſhall all the bea5tes be killed for 
hem? and ſhall all the fiſhes of the Sea be gathered together, 
to make proniſion for them i As it God had ouerſhot him- 
ſelfe, in making them ſuch a large promilc,as he would 
not be able to {tand too. 

Heere then arc they to bee confuted , that neuer had Yſel. 
anic faith atall , and yet thinke that they can belecue 
whatſocuer God telleth them : yea, they make thatan 
argument of the firength of their faich , that they per- 
ſwade themſclues they can belecue at their pleaſure : 1 
dare vndertake (ſay they) that I doe belecue,and will 
belecue ; that I doe repent,and will repent;(both which 
cometoone reckoning) and thatas well as the proudelt 
of them : and therein they ſay true indeed, as well as 
the proudelt ; for the proud belecue not at all,but haue 
the Lord himlſclfe to reſiſt them, when hee gineth grace to lam.4. 
the humble': Neither haue ſuch boaſters any faith atall ; Si 
for if they knew what it mcant,they would neuer (o pre- 
ſumevpon their owne ({trength, \ 

Secondly , let thisteach vs when wee goe about any Wie. tag 
ſeruice of God, not tore(t ypon that olde ſtore of faith * 
which we haue,norto beſo confidentthereof; as to lay, 
It now wereto heatethe word ,orto be partakerof the 
Sacrament, lam ſufhicietly prouided without any more 
adoe: or if this or that crolle ſhould fall ypon mee, I 
haue vndergone greater matters then that comes too; 
and therefore I know I ſhall notſhrinke vader ir, Letvs 
not(I ſay)thus builde ypon our owne (trength, bue let 
every one rather come to this, my faith is not mine 

owne, 


N9.11-21.22 
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owne, I cannot belecue what & when I will, and there- 
fore Lord make me to belecue whatſocuer is necdfull, 
according as occaſion ſhall be offered ; if we doenot 
thus, we ſhall finde by wofull experience, that though 
we haue the ſhicld of faith, yet when we come into the 
field againſt our aduerſaries, we ſhall not be able to vic 
it ,cither to Gods glorie,or our owne lafcgard. 

All things are poſſible tc him that beleeneth.] If faith be 
ſet a worke, nothing isfo hard and difficult, but it will 
goe thorough therewith : whence obſerue this doc- 
trinc,that 

Ofall themen in the world godly belecuers arcthe 
molt mightic and moſt happic. 

None haue (o great power, nor ſo good an eſtate, as 
the faithfull, fo? they conquerthe world : that is, inter- 
nall corruptions, and outward allurements-: according 
to that of the Apoſtle Tohn,T his is our viorie,whereby we 
onercome the world, exen our faith, Without this itis im- 
poſſible. for men to get viAorie oucr them(clues and 
ouer their worldly.luſts, be. they never ſo great and 
mightic in the carth : nay the mightier they are, the 
weaker in this confli-: the world hath them in the 
greate(t ſcruitude of all others: it puts them as it were 
into the dungeon,.and hoſdes them faſt in the ſtockes, 
and makes them the moſt miſerable- bondſlaues that 
arc,vnto pride,and ſenſualitic,and all kinde of yoluptu- 
ouſnes. 

Againc, as faith makes men conquerers ouer the 
world, {o dothitalſo oucr thediucll, for we reſt him 


ſteadfaſt m the faith he will fliefromws, And concerning all 


other difficulties, let vs reade the 34. Chap.of the Epi- 
eto the-Hebrewes, where the-wonderftull and ſtrange 
effeRs of faith arcatlarge ſpoken of; and there we ſhall 
ealily perceiue,thar the molt incredible things that can 
be imagined, have by vertue thereof becne effeted, 

and 
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and accompliſhed, And the reaſon hereof is, 

Firſt, becaulc faithfull men doe lay holde of God Reaſors. 
himſelfc,and of his all-tuthciencie; and therfore having 1. 
the enioyment of his fauour, what can be wanting vnto 
them? : 

Secondly, they build vpon the truth of God: for + 
faith is not cuery {light imagination of a frenticke 
braine, butalctled perilwaſton, grounded ontheword 
of God : and therefore if the ſcriptures ſay limplie and 
without exception, that they (hall haue any thing, they 
reſt ypon it,without any waucring : butifthe ſcriptures 
promiſe with condition onely, they doe conditionally 
expe the things ſo promiled : and by this meanes 
their happinelle is as large as Gods promiſes; and their 
hopes are ratified by the truth of his word, whois not Numb. 3.23: 
as man that ke ſhould tie: and of whom it is ſaid, Let God 
be free,and eneryman a liar. | Rom. 3-4 
_  Seeingthen thattherejs ſuch ethicacie in faith, and 7/e.1. 
ſuch hgppinetle depending thereon, let vs preferre it 
before all earthly treaſures, and count all the glorie of 
the v.orld baſe in compariton of it : fora poore faithful 
Chriſtian, is better then arichyvnbelecuing-king: And 
vhyt becauſcall thingsare poſtblevntohiwy he may 
havc his hcarts delire in any thing, ſofarreas his aftec- 
tion is ordered by Gods word: and this priuiledge haue 
none in theworld, but only belceuers, ' / t 

Itis 119 where in the ſcripture ſaid, All things arepoſli- 
ble to the rich;tothe noble, tothotetkatareflrong, or 
to thoſe tharare couragious: nay fuch doe.continually 
finde,that their willes and &eſiresarc exceedingly crof- 
ſed, and that it is jmpolliblefor them tobring afip.of 

their enterpriſes topalle,:: :. 7 ol inttoh Þ 07S 

Neiuchadyezzr, as greatas he was, fold by experience Dan.q, A 
thatalthings arc not poſſibleto the mightic a40narthes 
of theearth zand that when they begin to exalt them- 
E {clucs 
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owne, I cannot belecue what & when I will, and there- 
fore Lord make me to belecue whatfocuer is necdfull, 
according as occalion ſhalt be offered ; if we doc not 
thus, we ſhall inde by wofull experience, that though 
we haue the ſhicld of faith, yet when we come into the 
held againſt our aduerſaries, we ſhall not be able to vic 
it ,cither to Gods glorie,or our owne lafcgard. 

All things are poſſible tc him that beleeneth.] If faith be 
ſet a worke, nothing isſo hard and difhcult, but it will 
goe thorough therewith : whence obſerue this doc- 
trinc,that 

Of all the men in the world godly belecuers arcthe 
molt mightic and moſt happic. 

None haue lo great power, nor ſo good an eſtate, as 
the faithfull, fo? they conquerthe world : that is, inter- 
nall corruptions, and outward al|urements-: according 
to that of the Apoſtle John, Thes is our vitorie,whereby we 
ouercome the world, exen our faith, Without this itis im- 
poſhble. for men to get vitoric oucr them(clues and 
ouer their worldly.luſts, be. they never fo great and 
mightic in the carth: nay the mightier they are, the 
weaker in this conflit-: the world hath them in the 
greateſt ſcruitude of all others: it puts them) as it were 
into the dungeon,.and hoſdes them faſt in the ſtockes, 
and makes them the moſt miſcrable- bondſlaues that 
arc,vnto pride,and ſenſualitic,and all kinde of yoluptu- 
ouſnes. 

Againe, as faith makes men conquerers over the 
world, {o dothit alſo oucr the diucll, for ewe refft hins 


ſredfaſt m the faith he will fiefromws. And concerning all 


other difficulties, let vs reade the 14. Chap.of the Epi- 
eto the-Hebrewes, where the-wondertull and ſtrange 
etfeRs of faith arcatlarge ſpoken of, and tnere we ſhall 
calily perceiuc,thar the moſt incredible things that can 
be imaginc:d, have by vertue thereof becne effected, 

and 
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and accompliſhed. And the reaſon hereofis, 

Firſt, becaulc faithfull men doe lay holde of God Reaſons. 
himſclfc,and of his all-ſuthciencic; andtherfore having 1. 
the enioyment of his fauour, what can be wanting vnto 
them? 

Secondly, they build vpon the truth of God : for - 
faith is not cuery {light imagination of a frenticke 
braine, but alctled peilwaſion, grounded ontheword 
of God : and therefore if the ſcriptures ſay limplic and 
without exccption, that they ſhall haue any thing, they 
reſt ypon it, without any waucring : butifthe ſcriptures 
promiſe with condition onely, they doe conditionally 
expe the things {o promiſed : and by this meanes 
their happineſlc is as large as Gods promiles; and their 
hopes are ratified by the truth of his word, whois not Numb.s 4.225 
as man that ke ſhould tie: and of whomit is ſaid, Let God 
be freeand ererymay a liar. | :. [Rom.z-4- 
_ Seeing. thenthattherejs ſuch cfficacie in faith, and 7/e.1. 
ſuch heppinetle depending thereon, let vs preferre it 
before all earth]y treaſures, and count all the gloric of 
the v.orld baſe in compariſon of it : fora poore faithful 
Chriſtian, is better then a rich vnbelccuing king And 
vwhyt becauſcall things are poſhblevatohims he may 
havc his hearts delire in any thing, ſofarreas his affec- 
tion is ordered by Gods word: and this priuitcdge haue 


E 


none in the world, but only belceucrs, '  :-* 

Itis 119 where in the{cripturc ſaid, All things arepoſlt- 
ble to the rich,tothe noble, tothatethatareflirong, or 
to thoſe tharare couragious: nay fuch doe.continually 
finde,that cheir willes and deſiresarc cxceedingly crof- 
ſed, andthat it is jmpolliblefor them to bring mutiy-of 
their enterpriſes to pailc, 05 0 YELL - iT £ 
Neiuchadnezzar, as greatas he was, foiit by cxperienteDan.q, s 
thatal things are not pothbleto the mightic azonarthes: | 
of the earth zand that when they begia to exalt them- 
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ſelues into the place of God, as hee did, the Lorde can 
quickly cauſc a great King to be in farre worſe caſe then 
the baſeſt beggar, as indeed hee was ; being ſtript of his 
kingdomec, of his wittes, and of all carthly comforts, 
cuen onaſudden,when heclitle feared any ſuch matter, 
Sithence therefore the caſe ſtands thus , that no world- 
lie preheminence or cxcecllencie , can yeelde men that 
contentment, which faith will doe, what remaineth, 
but that wee ſet the higheſt price vpon that which is of 
the greateſt worth : and aboue all things ſeeke for 
that, which will make vs moſt happie, when wee haue 
found it. 

Secondly,if we defirefriendsthatare able,and willing, 
and cuery way ſuthcient to ſtand vs in ſteed , letvs cn- 
deuour. to bee-in league with ſuch as haue the greatc(t 
meaſure of faith,and to make them our chicfeſt friends, 
whoarc moſt godly &'molt faithful people.Peter found 
the benefite hereof : he had many mortall aduerfarics, 
as Herode,and'the whole power of the Rowaxes, and the 
ſtate of the ewes : and whatfricnds had he to ſtand for 
him ? a poore companie of men and women,that durſt 
not ſhewe their heads, for feare of their enemies ; who 
yet by the force of their praycrs, prevailed more for 
him , then all the aducrſe power could againſt him : 
for when they ſpake vnto.God in his behalfe, neither - 
the priſon, nor his chaines, nor the ſouldicrs, nor any 

dwer whatſocuer,could keepe him any longer in hold: 
utthe Lord ſent his Angell, and freed him out of the 
hands of ſuch as hated him , and purpoſed thenext day 
to hauc taken his life from him. 
 Andas the faith of Gods ſcruants isvery mighticfor 
theirfrieds deliuerice: (o is it as cffeQuall for the ouer- 


-throwof their enemies: as may be ſcene in Hamen,who 


foarcd fo high aboue the reach of the ewes. that in all 


likclyhood none of them could come necre him : = 
; wAEn: 
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whe Hefter & Mordecas,and the relt of the faithfull,ioy- 
ned together in faſting and prayer, their faith pulled 
him downe vnto the ground,and layd all his honour in 
the very duſt, Whence iris euidentand cleere to thoſe 
that hauc any vaderſtanding , how needfull ahd bene- 
ficiall athing it is, to haue godly men on our fide; and 
and therefore if wee cout eſteemed trulic wiſe , let 
vs ioyne ourſclucs in moſt inward friendſhipand fami- 
liaritic with them. 

Thirdly, if nothing be impoſſible to beleeuers, then 
is it not impoſſible for them to maiſter & ſubdue their 
ſtrongeſt corruptions : and therefore let not the faith- 
full bee difcouraged,though they find themſclues as yet 
very worldly minded , very angric and paſſionate, very 
vaine-glorious,and ambitious,&c: If they wili ſet their 
faith a worke, they ſhall get viorie ouer theſe and the 
like corrupt affeions: and albeit they haue prayed of- 
ten again(t them, and yet finde (mall ſtrength to ouer- 
come them , l:tthem not giue ouer the combatte, for 
faith will hauethe better inthe ende. Ard thelike may 
be ſaid for all manner of croiles: it will cither make an 
vtter riddance of them, or at leaſt furniſhvs with pati- 
cnceandabilitieto vndergoe them. 

Verlſ. 24. And ſtraight -way the father ofthe childecrying DoFt.g, = 
with teares, ſayd, 5c: HencethisdoArine might beno- Sec in Cleas | 
ted, that Faich and godlic ſorrow may well goe toge- Sermon, 
ther : for both of theſe are apparant in this faithfull 2; = way 
man: and Gods children haue oftentimes, and almoſt i _ 
continually occaſion of this holie gricfe, in reſpe&t of 
themſclucs , and in reſpect of Gods Church : inreſpe 
of corruptioas,and of atili&tions,cither private or pub- 
like,or both, But 1 will not now infiſt vpon this point. Dos; 

Lord, I b-l:ene) Whence ariſeth this DoQtrine, that Chriftias muſt 
It is not vnla+fuli , nor vncomely , for a Chriſtian to lee &acknows 


make protcſlion of his owne _ though imperfcR, _— 
j 
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ifit be done induetime and manner, 

He may ſpeake of them vnto God or vnto men as 
occalion is offered. So did this man here, Lord, I beleexc, 
So did Dawid; Preſernethoumy ſoule, for T am merciful, $0 
did-Exchiab allo, 7 befeech thirs Lord, remember now how 
I bate walked before thee in truth, and with a perfeFt heart, 
and have done that which good in thy fight. The (cripture 
aboundes with examples of this kinde, But let'ys con- 
ſider of ſome reaſons,as namely,that 

Firft;this mult be done,becauſe it tendes to the m:g- 
nifying of Gods name: whereas the deniall of his gra- 
ces, makesfor his diſhonour, and argues a baſe account 
thereof in the particsthat haue them. 

. Secondly, the acknowledgement of the yertues of 
Chriſt whichwe haue, isan ctfcRuallmcanesto ſtreng- 
then our faith,to comfort our harts, & to inable vs with 
feruencie to call vpon the Lord : whereas vpon the 0+ 
miſſion of this dutic,, all the contravic effects do fol- 
low: ? 7 foo, ob ad wt : 

Here then are Gods deere children to be put in minde 
of an ordinaric and daungerous fault rhat is in them : 
which is, that inthe time of temptation they ſo farre 
gine place vnto Sathan, as to yecld that they are hypo- 


\, cites, and-that they hauc no ſauing grace of God in 


them, Indced they cannot denie but they haue hereto- 


| fore done many good things ; but all (fay they) was in 


vainc-gloric, or for ſome carnall reſpe or other they 
mult needs confelle that they haue had many comfor- 
table feelings,butnow they feare al of them were meere 
illuſions. What a follic is this,& whet indignitic do we 
hercin offer vato the holy ſpirit of grace, whereby we 
arc ſcaled vnto the day of redemption? why ſhould we 
not rather be of /obs reſolution, 24%: neuerto part with 
our innocencic & vprightnes while we live, but though 
menaccule ys,and Sathanallaulevs.and our owne con- 


ſciences 
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ſciences charge many heauie things rpon vs, vet to 
fand to it vnto the death,that our hearts are ſincere and 
faithfull with the Lord our God:when by ſound proctes 
and arguments taken from the word, wee can confirme 
ſo much vato our owe loules 2? For intruth wee haue 
farre better reaſon to ſtand vpon our {pirituall right,the 
carthly men haue to defend their ciuill right. Now if 
ſome craftie and ſubtill aduerſaric ſhould come vnto a 
worldly wiſc man,&tell him, thatall his writings & cui- 
dence3 are mcecrecounterfeites, and of no worth ar al: : 
and that therefore he is but an Intruder into that which 
hce polletleth,would not hee(it hee be abije) maintaine 
the goodnes of his cuidences, and prooue that the 
ſcales are authentical,that his witnetles are ſufficient, & 
that all things clſe doe concurre, which may make for 
the proouing of his title and right,in the things which 
he holdeth 2 Much more then thould we ſtand to make 
good the Dcedes that we haue for our ſoules,and for our 
alſurance of the heauenly mheritance,which hath bene 
of olde purchaſed for vs. 

Let this therefore in the ſecond place, ſerue foran 


inſtruQion vnrovs, that we neuer ſhew our (clues to be 7/+ 2, 


of ſuch a cowardly heart,as when wee haue ſpoken well, 
or done well, todepraue the ſame, by ſaying that we arc 
no better then hypocrites; or by confeſiing in word 
or writing, that wee are faultic. Nay, let vs neuerfor- 
goe nur rightcoulnelle , but iuſtife our clues in our 
rightcous wayes, and workes, and acknowledge ( with 
thankfulnesand humilitie)whatſocuer good things the 
Lord hath wrought in vs,or by vs; thatſo hee may 
hauc his due praiſe, and wee ſuch ſound comfort as be- 
longeth vnto well-doers. 

Helpe min: wabeleefe : The laſt DoArine which ſhall 
be colic&cd rom this yerlc,is this, that 


E 3 It 


De7.s6, 


Plal,77.10. 


2© T he ſecond Sermon, 


—_— _ Itis the propertic of grace toſhew men their corrup- 
ruptions,and tions,8 to ſtir them vp to ſecke helpe againſt the ſame. 
moucsthero As in this man it doth cuidentlic appcarc , who as 
ſecke belpe + hee had infidelitic in him, ſo having fiith withall ,had 
gualt them. 1; infidelitic diſcouecred, and his hcart moucd toſecke 

vnto Chriſt Icſus, for ſtrength againſt it. The like may 

bee obſcrued in the Prophet Daxid , who finding his 

heart to be vexed,and turmoyled within him, firſt of all 
Plal,42-5.6. fallcthtorcaſon the matter with his owne (oule, ſaying z 
Why art thou caſt dewne my ſonle, and why doeſt thou make « 
tummult within me ? (for ſo much the word implycth) he 
hauing gracc in his heart, percciued that vnbclicfec did 
as it were mutinie within him , and raiſc vp rebelli- 
on againſt the Lord : and therefore finding his owne 
difabilitie, cuery way to encounter the ſame, hee in the 
next verle of that P/a/me, puts vp his complaint vnto 
the Lord againſt it z My God(laith hee) my ſoule is caft 
downe within mee, &c. As if he ſhould hauc ſaid, Lord, 
I finde my ſclfetoo weake to' prevaile againſt this cor- 
ruption, andtherefore graunt mce ſtrengthto get the 
better of it. 

Againe in another P/alme,to wit,the 77. he beginneth 
very lamentably, as one vtterly out of heart, almoſt 
concluding that the Lord had quite forſaken him, and 
calt him out of his ſeruice: butafterward herecouercth 
himſclfe, and concludeththat it was his infirmitie ſo to 
imaginc,and thereupon laboureth to confirme his faith 
by conlidering of the times of olde, and of the wonder- 
full workes of God, which he wrought forthe good of 
hispeoplein former ages. Soallo inthe 7g.P/alme,we 
may note how the Prophet taketh notice of his great 
infrmitic,inenuying at wicked mens proſperitic, and 
in the end gocth into the SanQtuarie to get helpe a- 
gainſt it. Likewiſe in the prophecie of [azah,we way ob- 


Plal.73." 


Ifaiab,6z, {cruethelike effetof grace inthe people of God, viz: 


that 
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that they doe diſcerne of the hardneile of their owne 
hearts,and complaine vnto the Lord againſt it. 
Now the realons of this point arc thele 

Firſt, becauſe grace maketh men iudicious, and f6il- Rea/or-. 
leth them full of knowledge, and of heauenly vnder- I 
ſtanding, whereby they arc inabled todeſcrie what is a- 
mille within them. Gods gracious ſpirit whereſocuer it 
comes, brings alight in his hand, whereby all things 
thatare noylome, or vahandſome in the houſe, are 
plainely ſcene and diſcoucred : ſo that thereby menare 
made able to iudge betwixt truth, and falſhood,and be- 
twixt good and cuill, 

Secondly, as grace doth inlighten the minde,ſo doth #2 
italſo ſanctifie the affeRions of the parties in whom it 
is. So that ſecing what is good, they ſhall long for it, and 
earneſtly delire it : & diſcerning what iscuill, they ſhall 
hateit,and flic from it, Asit brings light with it, ſo it 
makes men to bee of a neate diſpolition, that they can- 
not cndure any thing that is fulſome and-loathſome in 
their ſoules. 

Thirdly, grace maketh men induſtrious, and readic 5 
to put themſclues into the battle: againſt their corrup- 
tions : Whereſocucr faith is, it is working and effec- 
tuall. I, Thefſ. 1.3. 

Fourthly,and laſtly, it maketh men full of courage 
and fortitude , ſo that they will neuer endure to haue 4 
ſinacraignein their mortall bodies, but will maintaine 
perpetuall warre againſt the ſame : for if they ſhould ' 
ſ"»fferthe fire of grace to bee quenched by the impure * 
ſtrcames of (inne and iniquitic, Gods ſpirit ſhould be” 
putto the worſt, which isnoleſſethen blaſphemie for 
any one to imagine that it ſhould cuer cometo palle : 
forit doth work faith in mens harts,which is indefatiga- 
ble and inuincible : which in time of temptation , will. 
fuc ynto heaucn,and ſearch the word, and vicall lawfull 

| meanes 
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mecanes & helpes for the procuring of ſtrength againſt 
ſinne: (o that though there be many <nemicsagain(t it, 
yet will it nothe ſet downe by any of them ;& though 
it doe now and then receiue a wound, yet will itrecoucr 
againc, and carrie away the victoric in the end. 
Hereby then (to drawe to ſome vle of this dofrine) 
we may makeſ{ome triall of the ſtrength or weakeneſle 
of our faith ; according as we are more or leiſe ahleto 
ſee the linfulnes of our nature,and to ſtriue againſt it: ſo 
arc we to iudge ofthe meaſure of Gods grace in vs,tohe 
more or letle: and if we donot particularly diſcerne of 


the corruptions ofthe fleſh, or do not loathe them,and 


labour to be cured of them, buttather excuſe and cxte- 
nuate them, and hide and cheriſh them, this is an infal- 
liblefigne, that we hauc in vs noſauing grace atall. Let 
all ſuch therefore as would haue the teltimonie of Gods 
children;vſe their beſt endeuour to hauc their eyes ope- 
ned,that they may percciue the {eucralleuils that lurke 
within-their:hearts, and let them withall get ſuch an in- 
dignation againſt them, that they may (as this man did 
come ynto Chriſt Icſus to be cured of them : which if 
they can doc, their. very approaching vnto him by 
praycr,and in the vic of this orginances,will cauſe them 
cuery day to become more ſharpe-lighited thanother, 
ſo thattney-ſhall{with the. holy prophet 7/as2h.Chep.6.) 
cry out again(t their pollutions, and ſoget pardon cf 
them,and power oner them. -o + WEES "++ 
Secondly, this makes for the confutation of ſuch, as 
being vreed to reforme them(elues, are readie to ſay, 
that all things areſo well with th2m,that they needeno 
arendment ; they know not whereto beginnetheir re- 
formatios;becauſe they ſce nothing amille: Theſekinde 
of men are molt buſicagaint! others,that complaine of 


theirowne wants,and ſceke to have them ſupplied from 
Jcaunen ; and ſuch they accountand call Puritans, who 


indeed 


 .-. 
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indeed do moſt ſceand acknowledge and bewaile their 
owne puritic : but in truththey thElclucs do farre better 
deſerue that name, for that chey imagine they haucat- 
tained ſuch a meaſure of puritic, as that ncthing can be 
added thereunto: they haue knowledge enough, faith 
cnough, and repentance enough, and therefore they 

rofctle that they care not for preaching, and that they 
had rather be without it, then be troubled with it. Of 
fuchthe wiſc man ſpeaketh thus, There is a generation Prou.z0,12- 
that is pure wn their owne concett, ind yet are not whed from 
ther filthineſſe: ti,e world doth cuen (warme with ſuch 
vngracious perſons, vpon whom the Sonne of righte- 
ouſnes did neuer yet ſhine,and therefore they are vtter- 
ly blinde that they cannot ſee, or wiltull, that they will 
not retorme their cuill and corrupt waics and workes: 
which is a ſure and certaine note of grotle infideli- 
tic, and of an vtter want of all grace and goodnes in 
them. 

. Thirdly, from this point dothariſcan vſe of ſingu- J/e.3. 
lar conſolation vnto Gods ſeruants,- that are troubled 
with the fight andſenſe of their corruptions, that doe 
fine pride working inthem, and vabclicfc ſtirring in 
theirt.carts, and many vacharitablethoughts and mo- 
tions ſhll remaining in their ſoules: all the while they 
apazchend the vileaelle and hurtfulneſle of them, and 
withall mourne for them, and confetſethem, and ſecke 
vnto the Lord for pardon of them, and power again(t 
them, they neede not be diſcouraged ; nay they haue 
iult cauſc to be comforted hercin :as knowing that itis 
a certaine marke, and vndoubted note of grace to be 
thusattcted. They may he aflurea, thatſo long as they 
feele their licknelle, they are not dead; eſpecially if 
withall they be hungrie & thiritic after ſpiricuall things, 
and finde an appetite vnt» tize foode of life, and with 
much paines and diligeicc ſceke forthe ſame there is 
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then no reaſon in the world that they ſhould make 

ueſtion of the goodnelle of their cſtate, as having in 
- emthe ſpecial ignes of true conucrſion, andTandti- 
UCAtiON, 
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VERSE. 25, 


When TI ESVS ſaw that the people came together, hee re- 
bukea the uncleave ſpirit, ſaying unto hims ;' Thou dumbe and 
deafe ſpirit, I charge thee come out of hmm, and enter no more 
gnto him, 

26. Thentheſpirit cryed , and rent hims ſore , and came 


o!1t, and hee w4s 4s ane dead ; in ſo much that many ſaid,hee 
i dead, 


$9, Nthe former part of this ſtorie,isſct 
2) | downethecarneſt ſuite of the man 
7/4) whole childe was polleiled, for the 
1 caling and relicuing of his diſtre(- 
d Bj ſed ſonne, In theſewords is decla- 
red how our Sauior performed that 
which he required, v#z. that he caſt 
the diucll out of his childe: Wherc- 
] .. Sthe occalion of it: 
in we may note two things,to wit | o pipeaooant 
Firſt, for the occaſion thereof, it was two-fold, viz. 
1. the 500d, an] holie, and gracious profeſſion of the 
man. -oken of before; Lor2, / beleene helpe mine qanbeleefe. 
Chri't 1.4 rolde him, that if he could belecucall things 
were polliole roche belecuer: and for that hee truely 
F 2 auou- 
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auoucheth that hee did in part belecue , and where his 
faith was weake, hce deſires to hae it ſtrengthened, and 
giucs Chriſt Icſus that honour, as;t@ pray vnto him to 
ſtrengthen it. This our Sauiour approucth of, and this 
was one occafion of the miracle, 2. An other was the 
concourſe of the people, verl. 25. When Ie/ns ſaw that 
the people Care running together, hee rebuked the uncleane 
itt, (Fc. | 

The Diſciples(as ve haue heard before)were not able 
to caſt out this diuell. Herevpon, the multitude ſecing 
the man to deale with Chriſt himſelte about the ſame 
matter, they locked together, to (ee what would com.c 
of it. Someofthem(nodoubt)with a good minde,that 
if a miracle were wrought-in thcir ſight,they might re» 
ioyce atit,and haue their faith confirmed by it, Other 
ſome, tothe endethat they might inſult outer our Saui- 
our Chriſt, if the miracle had beenc either not wrought 
at all,or but onely protracted fora time ; He theretore 
to preuent diſcouragment inthe better ſort, and inſul- 
- tation in the reſt, preſentlic ſetteth vpon the worke, 
Thus much for theoccalion. The manner followeth, 
where wee may obſcrue, I. what Chriſt ſpake vato the 
_ divell. 2, what the divell did vntothe childe. 

For the former, it is ſaid, that hee 1. rebahed the wn 
cleane (pirit : and 2.diſcharged him of the place where 
he was, commaunding him to come forth, and to returne 
210 M0re, verl.2 . 

Concerning the diucls dealing with the childe, it is 
faide, 1. that hee did ret and teare him grienoullic, 
(being vexed and tormented, becauſe he muſt leaue his 
formier hold) inſo much,that manic thought the child 
had beene dead: 2. hee came out of him,cuen as Chriſt 
had charged him . And thus much for the order and 
meaning of the Text. 

Verl, 25. . When Jeſus ſawthat the people came running 

together, 
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rogether, hee rebuked the wncleaye ſpirit. 

Now hee ſaw there was a fitte oppor:unitic, bec uſe 
there would bee molt vie of it: it hee had done it {o0- 
ner, the people would not (o well haue perceiucd and 
mark<d it, with all the circum{ances thereof :it hz had 
deferred it longer,ſome of them would haue departed, 
(it may bee)others would haue beene diſmayed : and a 
third fort would haue glorted and triumphed; as if now 
he that had done ſo many miracles,had bene at a ſtand, 
and mette with an vncleane ſpirite, that was too ſtrong 
for him, and would not go out at his bidding. Now in 
that Chriſt doth take this occalion of doing this mira- 
culous worke, the Doctrine is, that Chriſt docth all his 
workes in the fitteſt ſeaſon. 

This Doctrine is cuident in ſundry places of the Gol- ®. gre 
pel after 7h», as chapt. 2. when the Mother of Chriſt ,j 6 WR 
would haue him to turne water into wine at her ap- 
pointment : heeanſiereth , mine honre is not yet come : 1hn.2.4, 
though in all probabilitie, hee wrought that miracle 
within the fpace of an houre after: yet hee faith , mize 
Loure ts nst yet come: meaning the very inſtant where- 
in that worke was to bee done, Which giueth vs 
to vnderſtand, that hee will not faile an haires breadth 
of the very moment wherein eucry good thing ſhould 
be done. Againe, /ohz 7. when his brethren would 
haue had him haſten to the fealt of Tabernacle at [e- Iobs.7.8. 
raſalem, hee ſaith, / ill not goe wp yet , for my time 1s uot 
yet fulfilled, And likewiſe in the 11. chapt. of that Gol- 
p*l, after that hee knew Lazarr was dead, hee made no 
great haſt vato him, but (tayed ti] hee had beene dead 
{ouredaics : telling his Diſciples , that hee was glad that 
he was not there no ſooner : whereas L1zarmus lifters, Marie 
and Maxrtha, were euen diſcouraged at his long ſtay, 
But hee in his wiſedome chole that time abouc anic 0- : 
ther, becauſe if hee had railed Lazarus being newly de» 
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parted, it had not beene ſoadmirable, it being now a 
common caſe, and athingthat Chriſt had done for o- 
thers : but when he had beene dead foure daics, and was 
laide in his grauc, ſo that Jartha was vnwilling that 
Chriſt ſhould meddle with him : now to reſtore him 
from dcathtolife, was a thing very remarkeable and 
therefore tooke he.this (caſon for the efteRing of this 
miracle, Now the reaſon of this point is, 

Firſt, becauſe he reſpeReth his owne plorie and his 
peoples good : therefore is he willing to finde out the 
fitteſt time for cuery bulines. 

Secondly, as that isthe end which he propoſcth, ſo 
is he full of all heauenly wiſedome,& therefore knowes 
the very preciſetime, when cuery worke ought to be 
done yea he doth predeſtinate the ſeaſons wherein all 
things ſhall be accompliſhed : men oftentimes mecte 
withan opportunitic at vnawares,and therefore it is al- 
moſt paſt before they can take hold of it, but God hath 
eternally fore-appointed it; in which regardghe doth all 
things in the fulnes of time: cuen when that time is 
come which he had preordained in his ſecret counſel]. 

Thirdly,he is of power andabilitic todo cuery thing 
inthe fit ſeaſon thereof. Men are driuen todeferre mat- . 
ters,albeit they ſee opportunitie for the doing of them, 


becauſe their ſtrength will nofthen ſeruc them to goe 


thorough with that which they delire : but the Lord is 
of all-ſufficiencic, for the performance of whatſocucr 
pleaſcth him ;ſo that he needs not make delaies when 
thetime (cructh him. 

Isit ſo then (as ithath beene plainely prooned) that 
Chriſt doth every thing in due time? Let vs hece learne 


to imitate our Sauiour, that we may be able to ycelda 


goodand found reaſon why we do this or that r:ow, ra- 
ther than at any other time, For that which Salon 
faith of word s,that a word ſpoken in dre ſraſon,t: like apples 

of 


- 
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ef gelde, with pil ures of filuer(that is verie beautifull; ) 
holdes as true of ations, whole grace it is to be done 1n 
that time which is b:(t befitting them. There are times 
forthe exerciſes of religion,and there are times for ti1c 
works of our yocation, and both mult be r1ghtly difcer- 
ned and wiſely followed. There are times to mourne 
and to be ſorrowfull : and it isa great faulee for men to 
reioycc,when the Lord calleth then to heauinetle, and 
to teares, Againe,thereare times tobe merry and glad, 
(in agoodand ho!i: manner, ) and it is anotfence for 
Chriſtians , not to bee cheerfull with thoſe that they 
conuerle with , when God giueth them occalion of re- 
ioycing, 

Secondly , let thisteach vs to commitand ſubmit 
our ſclucs,ourcſtate, and all that we haue,to Gods wile- 
dome : neither let vs murmure,nor grow diſcontented 
at the delaycs that hee makes, but waite his leiſure , and 
be content that he ſhould take his ownetime; alluring 
our (clues, that hee will not faile one mo:nent,when we 
are ready forany bleſling and benefite: butthe longer 
he deferres, the more it ſhall tende to his owne gloric 
andourgood, Manic would hauec their harueſt before 
it beripe, but God is wiſer thea they are, and therefore 
hee cauſeth them to ſpend many prayers and teares, be- 
forc they obtaine their hearts deſire. If Gods owne chil- 
dren might hauedeliucrance forthemſclues , or for 0+ 
thers,ſo ſoone as they deſire, it would proouc to bee as 
an vntimely birth,which is cuen dead before it came in- 
to the world: and therefore the Lord putteth them oft 
from time to time,thattheir comfort inthe ende might 
be more full and complete. In which regard,we ſhould 
with patience depend vpon him, till ſuch time as hee - 
pleaſe to haue mercievpon vs: which that wee may be 1x. m1 , 
able to doc,obſcrue me this direion following. bee ablero 


Firlt, let [ct vs doc our beſt cndeuour torepreſle _n_ waite 0n Go... 
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n3!l reaſon : for otherwiſe that time which ſeemeth beſt 
vnto God,will oftentimes ſecme worlt vnto vs, 
When hee thinkes it too ſcone for vs to ob- 
taine ſuch and ſuch bleſſings, we (hall thinke it high 
time that we had them : and when he iudgeth it a fit (ca- 
{on for vs, or any of his people to be deliuered, we ſhall 
imagine it to be too late, Zacharie yeelding to his car- 
nallreafon, thought that God had paſt his time for gi- 
uing him aſonne, and therfore though an Angell from 
hcauen brought him that metlage, -he would not giue 
credit vnto it : if he had heard ſuch tidings twentic 
ycares before, he would haue thought there had beene 
ſomelikelihood in the matter : ſo-in other caſes, how 
dangerous a thing would it haue beene to conſult with 
fleſh and bloud concerning the time of accompliſhing 
things? whowould haue iudged it wiſedome in God to 
ſuffer his people o farre to be endangered in Egzpe, and 
after to be condemned by the Perſia king ? to ſuffer 
Peterto be ſo ſtraitly impriſoned, Danic/to be caſt into 
the lions denne, and = three children into the firie 
fornace?ifa man ſhould haue conſulted with his owne 
wiſedome, he would haue chought the Lord too (lacke 
in frecing his ſcruants, and that their caſes were cucn 
deſperate and quite paſt recoueric : yct he didbut ſtay 
the fitteſt time for their deliuerance: which being once 
come, the Lord ſet them atlibertie, notwithſtanding all 
the difficulties and extremities wherein they were, 
Secondly, let vs labuurfor faith, by vertue whereof 
we may reprelicall our fleſhly affeions, which will be 
rcadie tooppole themſclues againſt the Lords wiſe pro- 
ce<dings zas may be ſcencin 7aceb, whole affeRion of 
oricte was immoderately ſtirred, when he imagined that 
his ſonne 7ofeph was deuoured by ſome wilde beaſt:how 
much more (thinke we) would it hauz troubled him, if 
nchad kno:yne how his ſonnes had dealt with him, and 
how 
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how Joſeph was dealt with in the land of Eript, when his 
feete were held faſt in the ſtocks and he was 111d in yrous i yet Dlal.te6.1t. 
all this was for his good, and for the benefite of [xcob 
and all his houſhold,that he ſhould be thus aflied vn- 
cill his appointed time came, when the Lord would 
hauc him deliuered and aduanced: therfore letvs curbe 
andreſtraine our boiſterous affetions, Jlabouring cuer- 
more to bring them into ſubieRion vnto Gods moſt 
facredand bletled wi!l, and reſoluing that histime isal- 
waics the belt time forcucry thing that falleth out vn- 
der the Sunne. 


He rebuked the vucleane ſpirit] Hence we may notethis 
doarine,that 


The greateſt and molt mightic oppretſors of Gods n,7. 2. 
children,ſhalberebuked by Chriſt leſus. Enemies of 

Sathan in thischilde kept his holde, and did deride Go4s chil- 
whatſocuer power of men came againſt him: yeaif all wh 
the forces in-the world had attempted to caſt him out, _ 
he would hauc kept polleſſion in deſpite of them all : 
yet our Sauiour ſctson him, and rebukes him, and that 
eftcually. So thatletthoſe tyrants that vexe and mo- 
leſt Gods peo be neuer ſo mightic, they ſhall heare 
of thcir wretched dealings, and that to the torment of 
their hearts: as it farcd with the diucll in this place, who 
knowes how many commanders he had commanded 
(being a worldly gouernour, Epheſ. 6,22.) and how ma- 
ny rulers he had ruled : yetnow (we fee) he is control- 
led and reſtrained by our Lord Teſus Chriſt. Thus hath 
the Lord dealt heretofore with the. enemies of his 
Church,as it isſaid of the Iſraelites, He ſuffered no man to p(),xog.14. 
doe them wrong, but reproxed kings for their ſakes. And a- 
greeable tothis point is the prophecic of //aiah, who 
ſpeaketh thus concerning Chriſt, With righteon/ne: /h..ll Taiah-11.46 
he twcige the Pozre, and wth equitte ſnall he reproxe for the 
mecke of the earth:that is,for ſuch as are lowe and m—_— 
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and ſuch as will not returne rebuke for rebuke, neither 
are of abilitic to withſtand their aduerſarics, their quar- 
rell will hee take in hand : and though the whole earth 
ſhould ioyne together againſt them , yet will hee [mite 
them, and cither rebuke their hearts gratiouſlic vnto 
their conuerſion, or el{e (irike them in wrath and diſ- 
pleaſure to their vtterconfulton, : 
noekue: LA reaſon why oppreilours ſhall bee thus dealt 

Firſt, becauſe they oppoſe themſelues againſt Chriſt 
himſclfe : Hee that oppreſſeth the poore (ſaith Salomon , ) 
reproweth him that mage him : euen him that is the fa- 
ther of the fatherlcile , and the proteRor of ſuch as arc 
poore and needy: and therefore becauſe his gouecrne- 
mentis contemned, it is equall thathee ſhould reproue 
ſuch offenders. 

Secondly,he hath as great authoritic over the mighs 
tieſt as ouer the meanc(t ; ouer the higheſt Prince, as 
oucr the baſeſt vaſlall : and therefore hee that incquitie 
may andwill proceed againſt the meaneſt,may and will 
alſo doe the like againſt the mightic(t. 

Thirdly,as hee hath authorine,ſo is he alſo furniſhed 
with ability:ſo that he wil not only vſe words of rebuke 
as many times men doc: but they who arcrebuked by 
him, ſhall feele that his reproofcs do pierce their ſouls, 
asthe diuell himſclfe did in this place: they ſhall nde 
that his wordes arc not as weake recdes, butas ſharpe | 
darts,that will enter dcepe,and tarry long, cuen till ſuch 
time asit-plcaſeth him to plucke them foorth of their 

 woundes, Therefore itis that the Prophet ſaith, A: 1by | 
Plal.76.16 ,chuke 6 God of Iacob , both the Charret and horſe are fal- 
lena ſleepe. The ſtout-harted are ſpoyled,they hate ſlept their 
fleepe,and all the men of ſtrength hate not found their hands. 
Where wee {ce what force the Lords voice doth carrie 
withit: forit makes the principall men of warrc , and 


the 


Prow 14.3. 


er _— A. 
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the moſl valiant Captaines to tremble and quake, and * 


to be vtterly daunted,and diſmayed ; yea, if hee dee but 
rebuke the m 1:tunes, they ſhall [moake. 

This Dodtine ſeructh firit of all, for admonition 
vnto thoſe that haue power and might in their handes, 
that they doe not vie the ſame to wring and pinch the 
Seruants of God ; nor to grinde the faces of the poore, 
For if they once abule their places, they forfeit them 
vntothe Lord , who will call them to a ſtrickt recko- 
ning, for peruercing iuſtice,& judgement, and for viing 


that authority which he hath beſtowed vpon themzto a 


wrong ende and purpole. 

Therefore let all ſuch as haue anic ſuperioritic , ci- 
ther in publike or in priuate,caric themſclues humblic, 
and Chriſtianlic ; not contemning any one,leſt they be 
contemned of the Lord : norwronging themeaneſt vn- 
der their charge , leaſt they bee cenſured by him that 
iadgerh all men inditferentlic , without anierceſpeR of 
perſons, 

Secondly, hereis another vſe of inftruRis,that ſeeing 
the Lord will checke & controllthe molt violent & fu- 
rious encmics of his children,therefore when we are in- 
iured and oppreſſed by ſuch manner of men, we ſhould 
containe our (clues within the compalle of patience, 
and molcltie , committing and commending our 
ſclucs and our cauſes vnto God, whowill in due time 
right vs, andplague our cnemics, Whereas if wee 
growe as boyltcrous and iniurious as our adverſaries, 
and goc about to render vntothem like for like , wee 
ſhall looſe our peace with God; we ſhall draw his afflic- 
ting hand vpon vs ; and ſhall more exaſperatc and. im- 
bitter the atteions of men againſt vs. 

Let vs therefore commend our [clues ., and all 

our matters, vato him that iudgeth righteoullie : c- 
uen as Dawd did , Plalme 38. veil, 12. 23. 
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' and ſuchas will not returne rebuke for rebuke, neither 


are of abilitic to withſtand their aduerſarics, their quar- 
rell will hee take in hand : and though the whole earth 
ſhould ioyne together againſt them , yct will heeſmite 
them, and cither rebuke their hearts gratiouſlic vnto 
their conuerlion, or el{e (irike them in wrath and dif- 
pleaſure to their vtterconfulion, ; 

The reaſon why oppreiTours ſhall bee thus dealt 


vith, is, 


Firſt, becauſe they oppoſe themſelues againſt Chriſt 
himſelfe : Hee that oppreſſeth the poore (ſaith Salomon , ) 
reproreth kim that made him : euen him that is the fa- 
ther of the fatherleile , and the proteor of fuch as arc 
poorc and needy: and therefore becauſe his gouerne- 
mentis contemned, it is cquallthathee ſhould reproue 
ſuch offenders. 

Secondly,he hath as great authoritic ouer the migh« 
tieſt as ouer the meanecſt ; ouer the higheſt Prince, as 
oucr the baſeſt vallall : and therefore hee that in cquitie 
may andwill proceed again(t the meaneſt,may and will 
alſo doe the like againſt the mighticſt. 

Thirdly,as hee hath authorine,ſo is he alſo furniſhed 
with ability:{o that he wil not only vſe words of rebuke 
as many times men doc: but they who arcrebuked by 
him, ſhall feele that his reproofcs do pierce their ſoulcs, 
asthe diuell himſelfe did in this place: they ſhall 6rde 
that his wordes arc not as weake recdes , butas ſharpe 
darts,that will enter dcepe,and tarry long, cuen till ſuch 
time asit-plcaſcth him to plucke them foorth of their 


 woundes, Therefore it is that the Prophet ſaith, A+ :by 


rebuke 0 God of Tacob , both the Charret and hor{e are fal- 
lena ſleepe. The ſtout-harted are ſpoyled,they hawe ſlept their 
fleepe,and all the men of ſtrength hante not found their hands. 
Where wee {ce what force the Lords voice doth carric 
withit: forit makes the principall men of warre , and 

the 
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the moſt valiant Captainesto tremble and quake, and 


to be vtterly daunted,and diſmayed ; yea, if hee dee but 
rebuke the m1:t ues, they ſhall [moake. 

This Dodtine ſeruecth firit of all, for admonition 
vnto thoſe that haue power and might in their handes, 
that they doe not vie the ſame to wring and pinch the 
Scruants of God ; nor to grinde the faces of = POOre, 
For if they once abule their places, they forfeit them 
vntothe Lord , who will call them to a ſtrickt recko- 
ning, for peruercing iuſtice,& iudgement, and for viing 


that authority which he hath beſtowed vpon themzto a 


wrong ende and purpole. 

Therefore let all ſuch as haue anic ſuperioritic , ci- 
ther in publike or in priuate,caric themſclues humblic, 
and Chriſtianlic ; not contemning any one,leſt they be 
contemned of the Lord : nor wronging themeaneſt vn- 
der thcir charge , leaſt they bee cenſured by him that 
iadgeth all men indiffercntlic, without anic reſpeR of 
perſons, 

Secondly, hereis another vſe of inftruRis,that ſeeing 
the Lord will checke & controlithe molt violent & fu- 
rious encmics of his children,therefore when we are in- 
iured and oppreſſed by ſuch manner of men, we ſhould 
containe our (clues within the compalle of patience, 
and mo4deltic , committing and commending our 
ſclucs and our cauſes vnto God, whowill in due time 
right vs, andplague our cnemics, Whereas if wee 
growe as boyltcrous and iniurious as our aduerſarics, 
and goc about to render vnto them like for like , wee 
ſhall looſe our peace with God; we ſhall draw his afflic- 
ting hand vpon vs ; and ſhall more exaſperate and. im- 
bitter the att<Aions of men againſt vs. 

Let vs therefore commend our [clues ,, and all 

our matters, vnto him rhat iudgeth rightcoullic : c- 
uen as Dawd did , Plalme 38. verl. 12. 23. 

G 2 y- They 


4\ 


, * "ny 


Fel. 


44 Thethird Sermon, 


T hey that ſeeks after my life (faith he) lay ſnares, and 
they that goe abomt to doe me enill, talk wicked things, aud 
imagine deceit con'inually. But what did he in this caſe ? 
I as a deafe man heard not, and am as a aumbe man which o- 
peneth not his mourh, When he was railed vpon and abu- 
ſed,yea whea he was purſued for hislife, he wasas if he 
had not heard the matter, cucn as if hc had beene deafe, 
or if he were (cnſible of ſome things, yet he was as a 
dumbe man, and opened not his mouth in any re- 
proachfull or reuengefull manner : and what was the 
reaſon hereof? he himſelfe telleth vs, w-r/e.1 5, On thee 
8 Lord doe I waite, thouwilt keare me,my Lord,my God. 

Yea our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, who is greater than all, 
when he was wronged by the diuell himſelfe, drr/f not 
(as Tude aith) blame himmwith curſed ſpeaking : but ſaid,the 
Lord rebuked thee, Though: Chriſt were the beſt that was, 
yet would not he vie rayling tcarines againſt Sathan, 
the worſt that was: for if he had, he had nothing hure 
the diucll thereby : and therefore he tooke a better 
courſe, dcliuering him ouer vnto Gods hands, and de- 
firing him to rebuke him ; which was the molt terrible 
thing that could haue beene doneagain(t Sathan.Thelc 
cxamples ct vs imitate when we hauec to deale with wic- 
ked perſons,neuer vic any reuiling words againſt them, 
butreferre the matter vnto the Lord, beſceching him 
to-paile a righteous ſentence : not abſolutely deſiring 
to hauc.them puniſhed, as our Sauiour did, and we may 
concerning Sathan, but rather wiſhing that they may 
be ſorcbuked in this werld,asthat they may eſcape that 
cternall rebuke,which the diuecll cannot auoide, 


Thou dambe and deafe ſpirit, I charge thee, &c.)] Here 
we mult vnderſtand, that when our Sauiourcallcth the - 


diucll dumbe and _ ſpirit, the meaning is not that 


ſome diucls can ſpeake and hearc, and others not ; but - 


he is thus tcarmed, in regard of the cffeRs which he 
wrought 
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wrought in this child,in making him dumbe and deaſe, 
Which(as it ſcemes)was his manner of dealing,where- 
ſocuer heetooke poileſtion of anic, Where wee may 
obſcrue what is the nature of Sathan : forall the diucls 
arc of the ſame difpolition,it it lic in their power from 
which, letvs note this Doctrine, that, | 

If the Lord did notreſtraine Sathan, hee would(in 5%4® 3 wg 
his malice) depriue vs of our ſcnſes,& of the vſe of our jeqve vs ih 
naturall parts, Such is his quarrell again(t mankinde, our tenſes and 
and ſuch is that naturall force which is giuen vnto him, limbes, 
that if hee were not curbed by a diuine hand, he would 
not only bereaue vs of cternall ſaluation, but alſo take 
from vs the vic of our cies,and of our cares, and of cur 
other ſenſes and limbes. 

In this regard, it is ſaid inother places of Chriſt I-11, 14.44. 
ſus,that he caſt out 4 dinell of one that was blinde &- dumbe; Luke,1 1.14, 
to ſhewe what worke Sathan makes, where hee hath li. 
bertic to doeaccording to his will in ſuch particulars, 

And the reaſons mouing him thus to deale; are thele, Rea/o;;s, 

Firſt,that enmitic thathee carries not onely towards I 
the ſoules, but alſo towards the bodies of men, (tirreth 
himvp hereynto : his quarrell towards vs is ſo great, 
that hee would not onely ſhut vs out of heauen,and cx- 
clude vs from all ſpirituall comforts , but allo make 
vs miſcrable vpon theface of the earth ; and for that 
ende, ſtrike vs with blindenelle, or lameneſle, or deafc- 
nefle, orthe like; thatour life might bee vtterly vo yd 
of all manner of pleaſures,and contentments. This SeeSerm.r. 
rclon was touched in one of the former doQtrines, Do. r. 

Secondly , his malice againſt God is ſuch, that hee 2 
would not haue him to haueany ſcruice from men : he 
malignes that they ſhould haue eyes to ſceany thirg”, 
orcares to hearc any thing,whereby theymight be ſtir- 

red vp to yecldepraiſes and obedicuce vnto the Lord, 
and therfore hisdefireis to depriue them of thoſe fen- 
les. - G-3 Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, he knoweth that theſe naturall powers and 
faculcics are very neccilarie helpes to further men vn- 
to etcrnall life : he is not ignorant that farth comes by 
heermg, and that knowledge and holinetſeis much in- 
creaſed by ſceingand obſcruing the workes of God,and 
ſome of the ordinances of God ; and therefore carrying 
a deadly hatred againſt the ſaluation of men, he cnde- 
uors totake from them all thoſe naturall inſtruments, 
whereby they might be furthered vnto cuerlaſting 
happincile, 

The conlideration whereof ſhould in the firſt place 
ſtirre vs vp to continuall thankfulneiſe: for were not 
the Lords mercitull and prouident hand (till ftretched 
out for our protection and defence,Sathan would make 


vs fearcfull (peAacles of much woe and miſcric, and 


cauſe vsto ſpend all our daics in heauines and penſiuc- 
nelle, in regard of the cuils by him inflicted on vs, We 


ſhould not haue an cyc to looke vpon the glorious 


frame and-fabricke of the heauens and the carth ; nar 
vpon the beautic and excellencic of any of the crea- 
tures: we ſhould not (might the diuell haue his will) 
enioy ourcares, to hearc the voyce of the Lord ſoun- 
ding forth comfort vnto vs: neither ſhould we haue 
the vic of our taſte, to refre(ſh our ſelues with any of the 
good and. ſweete creatures of God appointed for that 
end, be would cauſe our tongues to cleauc vnto the 
roofc of our mouthes, ſo that we ſhould not he able to 
vttcr forth the praiſcs of the Lord, nor to ſpeake of his 


. wonderfull workes, or of his holy word beforethe ſons 


of men: Ina word, there is nonc of the parts of our bo- 
dies,which is Row vſctull and comfortable vnro vs, but 
he would much affli vsthercin,and veterly depriue vs 
of all benefite thereof, which ſhould cauſe vs to be ve- 
ry thankfull for our fenſes and members, while we doe 
cnioy them, and wholy to cunſecrate them vnto the 

Lord, 
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Lord,who vouchaſcth vs the comfortable vic of them, 
and no way to abuſe them in the (eruice of Sathan, leatt 
God in his juſtice grant him libertic altogether to be- 
rcaue vsof any of them, 

Secondly, lith the diueil is eucrmorereadie to doe j/;;.. 
vs a milchiefe, let this teach vs alwaics to keepe in fa- . 
uour with Cod for otherwiſe wee [ee in what perill wee 
ſtand zif he doe but turne Sathan looſe ypon vs, ke will 
quickly make vs blinde, or lame,or dumbe,ordeafec,or 
{trike vs in ſome gricuous & fearefull manner or other: 
he watcheth nis oportunitic, and if he (ce anaduantage, 
he will ſuddenly be vpon vs,cre we be aware : and there- 
fore lctvs aboucall things be carcful to keep our peace 
with God, who is our keeper and preſeruer, that deline- Pal gt. ... : 
reth us from the ſnare of the hunter, that conercth vs wnder 
hu ningr,and beepeth vs ſafe under bis feathers, 

Thirdly, is it ſo, that Sathan is marucllous malicious 3 
againſt our bodics?then let vs looke heedfully to cur 
foules, for he carrieth farre greater ſpitc againſt them: 
and then he is in his proper element, when he deales a- 
gainſt our inward man, hee laboureth to depriue vs of 
our natural powers,of hearing,& ſceing,& ſpeaking,&c: 

But cſpecially he ſecketh to keepe vs from hearing re- 
ligiouſly, from ſeeing ſpiritually, and from ſpeaking 
profitably : the former priuation of the naturall facul- 
ties befalleth but a fewe : but this latter ouertaketh all 
 thevnregenerate men ofthe world, and the regenerate 
alſo ina great part; all men are very deafe, where they 
ſhould heare, and blinde in things that they ſhould 
fee3zand hauc their mouthes ſhut vp, where they arc 
required principally to ſpeake : In which regard, the 
prophet //aab ſpeaking of the coucrſion of men, ſaith z 
Then ſhall the eyes of the blinde be li3htened , end the eares of 1(g;ah. 35:5; 
the deafe be opened, Whichis to be vnderſtood ſpiritu- 
ally, not littcrally : the meditation ot which point, 
| VIS : 
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viz; that Sathan doth ſo mightily prevaile againſ} the 
ſoules of the multitude,ſhould make vs very warie,lea(t 
he circumuent vs ;and cauſe vs continually tocry vn- 
tothe Lord for grace and fauour, and for {trength and 
afſ1itance, that the diucll may not blinde the eyes of 
our minde, nor ſhut vp ourcarcs from liſtening vnto 
holy things, nor cauſe vs to be as it were tongue-tyed, 
when we ſhould fpeake of ſuch things as make for his 
gloric, 

I charge thee come cnt of him. From which words, to- 
gether with that which followeth,to witte, that the ſþurit 
came out,this doarine ariſcth,thar, 

A word of the mouth of Chriſt is ſuthcient to helpe 


Chriſts mouth againſt any miſcrics, and to ſct vsfree from any enc- 


is ſufficient 
to helpe vs 
out of all di. 
relles, 


Math.s. 243+ 


Yer le.3, 


Marke.5.9. 


mics, 

This good man and his childe were both ſorely di- 
ſtreiſed by reaſon of this vncleane fpirit : yet when our 
Sauſour doth but ſpeake the word, their enemic is van- 
m—_ and expelled; their miſcric accompliſhed and 
ended. 

This power doth the [caperin the Goſpel aſcribe vn- 
to him, aiſter ,if thon wilt (laith he) thou canſt make me 
cleane; and ſo it came to .paſle: for he putting forth his 
hand, and touching him,ſaying, I will, be thou cleane : his le= 


profce was immediately clenſed. And the like doth the Cen- 
turion ; Lord ſpeake the word onely, and my ſernant ſhalbe 


healed. h 

And in the Goſpell according to the Euangeliſt 
Marke, we reade how our Sauiour with his onely word, 
did preſently caſt forth an whole armic of diueclls : ſo 
that though there be ten thouſand of them' vniting 
their forces together, he is as able to expell them all, as 
if there were but one alone. Andas itis in theſe caſes 


that haue beene named, (o it is in all other diſtreties 


whatſocuer : the very becke of God isſufticient to free 
V8 
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vsfrom them all ,ssis at large fliewed inthe hundreth 
and ſcuenth Plalme. 

Thereaſons of this point are two. | Reaſors. 

Firlt, by the word of the Lord were all the creatures 

made z cuen the goed Angells, and thoſe that are now ©2933: 
cuill Angells : -If then Gods power were ſuch in ma- 
kingall Creatures, it is cucry whit as great for the deli- 
ucring of hisſeruants. 

Secondly , All things are ſupported by the Word of his Heb.,t3. 


power, Now if all the Creatures haue their preſcruati- 


on from him, what difhcultie is it for him to deliuer 
ſome fewe of them ? 

Here then is matter of great comfort for all ſuch as ., 
doe vnfained[y and fromtheir hearts feare the Lorde Hſe l. 
for they haue the word of Chriſt for them, which-can 
caſily cither preſerue them from milſcric, or ridde 
them of it , if itfall vpon them. If a good earthly fa- 
ther could-by his word ajone preſerue his Children 
from perill , from the priſon, from death it ſelfe,would 
hee bee (ilentand dumbe, and not open his mouth in 
their behalfe ? None can imagine thata father can be 
ſo deuoide of naturall affeRtion : and ſhall wee thinke 
that the Lord is letle pittifull then men ? docth hee for- 
bid crueltie in them, and ſhall wee conceiue that it may 
be found in himſelfe ? Bee it farre from vs : nay, 
though there bee ncuer ſo many aduerfarics that com- 
bine themſclues, and neuer ſo wanie miſchictes bee in- 
tended againſt vs : albeit the world be fuli of cloudes, 
and of (tormes, andall things ſeeme to threaten an vt- 
ter ouerthrow vnto vs, yet let vsſatiſfic and pacific our 
hearts with this, that one word of Chriſt is ſufficient to 
helpe vs out of all dangers and difficulties. And with- 
all, let vs atſure our (clues , that the Lord will ſpeake, 
and that cffeRually in due time, (o that all the outrage 


and furic of men ſhall bee ſuppretled, and all troubles 
| H and 
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and calawities-that lye vpon vs ſhall be ſuddenly difper- 


ſed, God needes not any long time for the effecting 
of it : Aswee [ce'in Efters dayes, when all the Church 
of God ſeemed oucrnight to be the molt miſerable peo- 
ple in the world ;. and yet the next day they were in- 
deed (and ſo were eſteemed) the happieſt people vader 
the Sunne ; So that well was hee then that might bee 
a lewe, Letthistherefore bee our conſolation, that 
though our ruines and decayes be neuer ſo many , and 
ercat,and gricuous, yet if God docbutſay the word, 
all ſhall. be repaired and recouered. 

And as itis for outward miſcrics, ſodoth ithold as 
ſtrongly for ſpiritualldiſtretfes, and for the enemies of 
our ſoules, that if our Lord-and Sauiour doe but vtter 
his voice againſt them, we ſhall quickly prevuaile oucr 
them : though Sathan haue a deadly quarrell againſt 
vs,and our owne pride and couctoulnelic, and wrath,be 
farre too (trong San yet ifche Lord pleaſeto worke 
in vs by the mightic word of his grace, wee (hall caſily 
tread theſe (pirituall encmics of ours vnder our feete, 
and get the vitoric oucr them all. Yeathough we were 
vtteraducrſaries vnto God, as:Pax/,and the Gajler were, 
yct if he doc but ſpeake vnto our conſciences from hea- 
ucn, wee ſhall ſpeedily alter our courſes, and become 
Faithfull and ſcruiceable vntohis maicſtic. 

Secondly, heerc is matter of terror for all impious 
and irrcligious perſons : for if the word of God be fo 
mightic for-the ſuccour of his children, it is eucry whie 
as powerfull forthe oucrthrow of his aduerſarics: and 
docthcy thinkethat they ſhalbe ableto (tand when the 
Lordof hoaſtes commeth againſt them? doe blaſphe- 
mers,and Sabbath-breakers,and ray[crs,and filthy per- 
ſons, imagine that they ſhall (till carric out matters as 
they hauc done, when their Creator comes to plague 

and 
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T he third Sermon, $I 
and puniſh them ? if they doe, they greatly deceive 
theinſelues, for he needeth not to multer an armie a- 
gainſt them; but his very will and purpoſe is ſufficicnt 
to procure their confuſion and vtter deſtruction, 

Come out of him, and enter no more into him, 

Whencenote this doQtrine, that , It is all one with Theſe.z; 
Chriſt to drive the diuell out, andto keepe him out, he P2nt* were 
can doe the latter,as well as the former, 2 | nw 
Verlc. 26. Then the ſpirit (cried, ] and C rert him ſore. ] of ane, _ 

Whence obſcrue, that, Sathan neuer ſcemes ; 
more maſterfull , than when hee | 
is oucr-malſtcred,” 
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"TEN. 
SERMONS 


tending chiefely to the 


fitting of men for.the worthy re- 


cciuing of theLorDs 
Supper. - 


Wherein amongſt many other holy [n-. 


{ftruQions,. the DoQrines of ſound Repentance 
and Humiliation, and of Gods ſpeciall fauours vnto 


-penitent ſinners, and worthy-Communicants,are 
largely and effeually handled, 


; The ſixe firſt, by 1. Dov. 
; The foure laſt, by RC 1 zxve nr. 
i 


NVhereunto is annexed aplaineand learned Me- 


taphraſe on the Epiſtleto the Corrossians, HS 
written by a godly and iudicious Preacher. . 


There is alſo ſet before the Sermons, a ſhort Dialogue, 


-of Preparation : contayning the chiefe points that concerne the 


worthy receinin 4 of the Lords Supper,t«ken for the moſt - » 
part,ont of the Sermons following : and colletted mto 
method; for the benefit and eafe of thoſe that 


defire direftion in thy matter; 


Newly Printed and Enlarged. 


LONDON: a2 
Pray Ss: forRogGek Tac K5 ty andurero ould, 2 
avyp neerethe4 DNGUu. it in Fleet/] | +361 Eta 


mW rn—— ——— 


= "6 S, p 


ELYERLNNNS 
To the Right Worſhipfull, the 'La- 
die Anne Cope, V Vife to Sir Anthony Cope, of 


Hanwell: and to her vertuous Daughter,the Lady 
Elizabeth Cope, Wife to Sir William Cope of Hard- 
wicke, encreale of grace andall true 
happineſle, 6c. 


VAT is a thing better knowne then well 
NF. 7 conſidered of that in themyſttcalibo. 
"RS dy of Chriſt leſus enerymember bath 
Is hi ſenerall office, whereon it muſt 
I) «trend, the weakeſt as well as the 
gs. //ronge/t : and in the familie of the 

Jy ou ruler of heauen and eartheach 

talent, which hee muſt imploy; the 

meaneſt, as well as the worthiefſt. To deny my ſelfe tobe * 
member of that body,a ſernant of that family,1 cannot withe 
out iniury to God and my ſelfe:to profeſſe tobe ſucha one in 
word, andin deed to deny #t were no leſſe diſhonourable to 
my Head, to my Maſter, then diſcomfortable to my ſelfe. 
IWhat then t to be done ? 1 bethought my ſelfe( for the auci- 
ding of theſe rvckes) what ſeruxce 1 might performe and in : 
thinking this which1baue now done,was offered to my conſt- - 
deration:w as anvnderling in Gods houſhold, for want F 
f greater ability,Thaue done my beſt endeuour toput forth ._- 
10 the beſt aduantage others talents whichelſe (to thegriefe 
of many) would haue beene hidden at leaſt if not "utgerly,- 
loſt. For the doing whereof,1 had rather verpor Has . 
ſures of ſuch as arernrious &-carnaliydiſpoſed;# vOG | 
thoſe of a benefit that are reli,joas and ſpiritually minded, 
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The Epiſtle Dedieatorie. 

Lett nothe off onſine unto your Ladiſhips, . that Thane - 
preſamed to offer theſe Sermons vnto publike view, ſhelte- 
red at it were,under your names : for Thad ſundry motiues- 
which euen enforced me thus to doe. 

Firſt jinregard of the matter therein contained much of 
it being delinered in your hearing ,and all of it fating unto 
out affect ivns,whoſe religions care for the preparing bothof 
our ſelues and of thoſe that depend upon you for the worthy. 
receiuing of the holy Sacrament, well knowne unto thoſe. 
that are acquainted with your conuerſation in Chriſt leſus, 

Secondly, in regard of the Aut hors whoſe affett1on,1 per-. 
ſwade my ſelfe,#s ſuch towards you jn ſundry both Cinill and 
Religions reſpecÞs,that they would moſt willingly conſecrate 
themſclues and their labours to your further Iuilding wp in 
Chriſt leſas. / 

Laſtly jn regard of my ſelfe, who fer many ſpeciall fanours 
recciued,doe acknowledge my ſelfe vnrequiteably endebted, 
and indifſelubly bound vnto your Ladiſhips, And hauing. 
nothing of mine owne of any worth, whereby to teflifie my 
wnfained thankefalneſſe,1 haut borrowed of others for this 

«rpoſe, and withall annexed my hand-writing, that if my * 
ingratitude ſhould bereafter appeare,1might by apublique 
cenſure be condenmed and mae aſhamed for the ſame. Thus 
hoping for pardon of my bolaneſſe,and for fauourable accep- - 
tance of my good meaning in this vebalfe, 1 humbly-take my 
leaue recommending your Ladiſhips to the Lord, and to the 
word of his Grace, who is able to perfect that good worke 
which he hath begun in you both, _ | | 


Your Ladiſhips-meſt bounden - 


and in all Chriſtian duties 
to be commanded, . 


IQuUN WINSTON,. 


 Tathe Chriſlian Reader. 


4 Ooke not (good Reader) tofinde in: 
yaw, theſe Sermons, an abſolute dif- 
{(@ courſe of this fubie of preparati- 
IMSGY 01 tothe Sacrament : for that was 
z not intended by the Authors, bur 
SPS onely the excitement oftheir yo 
er and {ent auditors,as they ſaw occaſion: 
- whereby yer I.doubr not, but a 
Chriſtian heart ſhall finde great furtherance in that: 
worke of Preparation, 
Fyrthermorelet it pleaſe the Readerto be aduertiſed, 
that the Texts handled in this Booke, haue neyther ſo - 
many Doctrines gathered from them, as the Authors 
could haue done, nor {6 many vſes enforced vpon the: 
doctrines, but onely ſuch as were thought moſt mcete: 
for their preſent Auditorie. 

In-this which I haue done, had asthe approbation, 
ſo alſo the helpe of thoſe that preached theſe Sermons 
following , for the .reuiſing and-.perfeQing of divers 
things: yet ſo as their leaſure could afford,and therefore 
what defeRs ſoeuer ſhall be found in the manner of pen=- 
ning,letthem be imputed to me ( if rhe Printer be not * 
faulcic) not vnto them, who were content to put a fins - 
ger, but not their whole hand to this Works. 


Tohn Winſton, -. 


A briefe ſumme of the DoArines | 
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A Summarie Collection ofthe heads 
of Do&rine handled in rhe 


Sermons following. 
The Dodrine of the firft Sermon on 


Prov. 28.13. 
SS ding of Sinne hindercth all true profperitie, 
WE 2 He that would hane pardon for his offences, 
I ft bring before God an acknowledgement of the 


wv 


3 Hethat would be aſſured of Gods fauour, muſt ioqne refor- 
mation with hts confeſſion. 

4 Whoſeener confeſſeth his faults and endeuonrs to amend 
them, ſhall finde mercy from God, how ſinfull ſocuer he hath beene 


in former times. 


Thedorines of theſecond and third Sermons on 
I s &. 2:16, 


xz Whoſoener would hane God to waſh him with the blood of his 
Sonne, muſt waſh him{clfe by godly ſorrow. 
2 Chriſtians muſt haue regard to the manner of their good 
workes, as well as to the matter. 
3 eMAllpenitent perſons muſt learne to doe well. 
4 E y one muſt haue a principal care of the duties that per- 
taine unto him mn his owne place, | 
5 Workes of mercy are very acceptableynto the Lord. 
6 In matters of Religion, men muſt hearken wnto God, and not 
wnto fleſh and blogd. 
7 1f wee become truely penitent, neither the greatueſſe, nor mul- 
titude of our ſinnes ſhall hmder our ſaluation. 
8 Godlooketh for truth, not for perfettion at the hands of his 


children. | 
9 Thoſe 


handled in theſe Setmons;. : 
9 Thoſe that hane ſoundly repented, ſtall not onely han ſpirit 
all graces, but alſo corporall bleſſings beſtowed 2pon them. 


The Dodtines of the fourth Sermon on 
2CHRON. 30.18, 


rt 1tis the dutie of all gouernours to pray for them that belong 
wnto their charge. | | 

2 Whoſoeuer would receine mercy from God inthe Sacrament, 
mnſt come with a ſmcere heart thereunto. 

3 So long as wee labour to keepe the ſubſtance of Gods worſhip 
willingly, though we faile in ſome circumſtances unwillingly, God 
will be mercifull unto vs. 

4 God doth accept and will fulfil enery faithfull prayer that ts 
made wnto him. 


The DoAtines of the fift Sermon on 
I's A. 55. 1. 

1 Thethirſtieſoule alone hath intereſt in the graces of God, 
and ſhall reape benefit by the meanes of grace, 

2 Whoſoener commeth to Chriſt Teſus in the religious wſe of his 
ordinances, ſhall haue all his wants ſupplyed. 

3 Thebeſt things are beft cheape, 

. 4 Nothing can {atisfie and content the minde but Grace, 


The Doctrines of the ſixt Serraon on 
MATH. 22,11, 
x Gods the onely abſolute King oner all the whole world, 
2 The Lodtaketh notice of ewery gueſt that ſitteth at his table, 
3 Hts not ſufficient to come to Gods Wedading-feaſt, but wee 
= come as ſit gueſts for ſo great a banquet, and ſo glorious a pre- 
ence 


4 When God hath todeale euen againſt (inner ,yet hee dealeth 
#% good and peaceable tearmes. 
5 Summers ſhall haue nothing to ſay for themſelues when God en-- 
treth into ind gement with them. . Ml | | 
6 Theſpeciall time and place of the puniſoment of wicked men, 
4 after thes life in hell fire.. - + oy 
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The Doftrines of the ſeauenth Sermon on 
P$SAL. 119, I, 

| Eligion ts the way to happineſſe, 

2 R8% ſimceritie as any one hath, ſo much happineſſe 
ſhall he hane. 

3 It ts a marnelious great prerogatine to be freed from the bon- 
dage of ſine, 

4 Nothing is ſuperfluous. that is done in obedience to Gods hos 


ly. wills 


The Doctrines of the eight Sermon on 
| lonns. 7 
1 By faire ſpeeches to vs, or courteous uſage of v1,we ought not 
to be ſtayed from telling men their faults, when by our calling -we are 
required to admoniſh them, © 
2 Chriſt Ieſus us acquainted with the purpoſes of ſuch as come 
to his ſermices. | | 
3 eA mancannet be both aworldling and a Chriſtian, 
© #4 They are moſt promident for themſelues,whoſe greateſt Iabour 
i for grast: | 
5 _—_— of the Word and Sacrament is from Chriſt his 
owne hand. | 


"Thedoarines of theninth and tenth Sermons on 
MARK. 14,18, 


1 Teſs Chriſt knew before what [uſferings be was to wndergoe, 
2 They are likely to fland beſt, whoare moſt fearefull of gelling. 
3 No bands of kindneſſe can make wicked men faithful unto 
oaly men. | 
4 Wicked men fulfilthe will of God,to their owne/condemmation. 
_ - 5. eAthe delights and comtentments of wicked men in this 
world, cannot connteruaile their miſeries inthe worldtg come, 

Y _ 6 Theefficacie of the Sacrament is from Gods ownehand. + 

7 Chrift Jeſus m the Sacrament by corporalt food gineth a moſt 
ſare Pl of himſelfe, and union with him{elfe. | 

bo. gþ rthe Sacrament doth make 4 full meale. "4 
9 Faithfull Communicants at the Lords Table rome to be en- 
. riched by (Ywift his legacie. A 
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BRIEFE DIALOGVE 
CONCERNING PRE- | 
PARATION FOR THE 


worthy receiuingoftheLorDs 


Syer et; taken for the moſt 
part out of the Sermons 
following, 


Hat u the Lords Supper ? : 

It isa Sacrament of the Eternall zcath.26,».:8. 
9 Couenant; whereby,through the vſe 
> of Bread and Wine, rightly admini- A 
B%* ſtred, and faithfully recetued, the . 
ſoulesof them thatare ingrafted into 1bn.6.verſ 27. 
\ Chriſt,are ſpiritually nouriſhed vnto 54 &* . 
eternall life. 


\ 


heatenly food at the Lords Table ? CE OELTS 
, They muſt be prepared as meete gueſts for ſuch a Ban- Mat. p2.>.12. 


quet.. | | | | ; 1 Cor.1 1.,>88, 
For the better attayning to this preparation, how many things 
are there to be conſidered? 


* 


| it. Secondly,what at it. hirdly,what after it. 
What is that which muſt be done befare? \ | © 4 
There muſt be fir{t, an examination how fitWeareto re- 

B | ,, "2-2-5 008." 


4 


Three : firſt, what isto be done betorethe partaking'of 


- 
£ 
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2 4-Dialogue of Preparation. 


ceiue:Secondly,apremeditation of the benefitsthatwe-are to - 
receiue, And thirdly,faithfull& feruent prayer for Godsbleſ- 
ſing vpon our examination, premeditation and receiuing. 
what peints.are wee to examume our [elnes ? | 
Firſt,in generall;whether webe of the numberofthe faith- 
full,and have invs the life of grace:for otherwiſe wee arevt- 
terly vnfitto be partakers of the Lords Supper,whichis ap- 
pointed for food to continue ſpiritualllife whereitis,and not 
to workeit whereit is not; to befor nouriſhment vnto Gods 
Children; but for the-bane and deſtruction of Dogs and: 
Swine, that dare preſume to meddlewith the-faine. 
Secondly,we muitexamine our ſelues more particularly, - 
( oncerning what matters ? X 
Whether wee haue attained vnto-a competent meafureof 
Repentance, Knowledge, Faith and Loue : which if wecan 
tindein our ſelues,we may refolucour hearts in that point of 
generall examination,and conclude, that wee-are within the - 
Couenant of grace,and haue commun!on with Chrilt leſus, 
and thereforeare in ſtate to be communicants at his Table. 
How ſhould we try our ſelnes inthe matter of Repentance? 
Wemuſt examine,firſt, whether we haue at any time care- 


 fullyſifted our hearts.and behaviour,to finde out as many of 


T , 
Searching 
See the Ser-. 
mon on Prew.. 
28.12, Do@t.1. 
Iahto veſ.12, 


Pjal:119,9.59. 


our corryptions as poſſibly we could.Secondly,whether we 
haue becne,andare hanily forrowfull for the ſame. Thirdly, - 
whether wee haue rightly confeiled them before the Lord, 
withan earneſt Jelire of the pardon thereof. And fourthly, 
whether we purpoſe and refojue for euer hereafter (through 
Gods gracious .a{li(tance)to reforme both our harts & wayes. 

Is there any neceſſirie of that ſearching of ony ſelues? 

Yesverily:for otherwiſe we ſhall be tound hiders of ſinne «+ 
which hindereth-all true proſperitie, and argueth plainely - 
that there 18 in vs aloue of iniquitie, and abundance of hy-: 
pocrite, which will keepe vs. from reaping benefit by the 
Ward or Sacrament. | 

Wherevy ſhould wetrie our ſeluertothe entent we may come to 4 
more full and particular fight of own corruption ? J 

By the Law of God;which is the true Touch-ſtone- exa- 
mining our {clues by cuery.commandement;that.ſo wee nay + | 

diſcernc - 


to the Loyds Supper. 1 
 diſcerngjifnota{l,yerthe moſt part of the corruptions of our 
{oules, and errours of our liues : and for our more- orderly 
proceeding herein, wee may vſe this direction following ; 
; whereinare ſet downethe chiefe heads of molt ofthe ſinnes 
againſt every Commandement. SEE 1 FR 


Sinnes againſt the firſt Commandement. 


: Theiſme, which is,when men eyther thinke there If any deſire 
isno God, or liue as if there were no God. provfcs - 
2 Idolatrie, which isthe having of a falſe God. er 4 _ nr 
| partic | 
3 Ignorance, vncapablenetle of knowledge, errours and finzes mentio« 
herelies, * ned, hegma 


4 Forgetfulnelle of good things, eſpecially of thoſe that viethehelpot 
moſt —_ vSzand chiefly at ha infant when we ſhould nn —_ 
make vie of them. Secondly, .remembring of euill things, Commande« 
eſpecially of thoſe that may moſt corrupt vs; and-chietly 'ments : or 
then when we ſhould be moſt free from the thought of them, ofthe True 

5 Vowillingnes vnto good things, principally to the beſt; CC 
-readinelle vnto,and wilfulnefle in cuill;eſpecially the worſt; ,;« .oucheg, 
Secondly, impatiencic vader crotles. 

6 Diſtruſt of Gods power,mercy,&c. promiſes;and pro- 

-nidence, whence carnall feares are wrought and cheriſhed, 
and the true feare of God is expelled and baniſhed, 

7 Preſumption vpon Gods mercy. WP 

$8 Carnall.confidence in wit, learning; wealth, ſtrength, 
 friends,&c, thinking our ſelues'the berteror ſafer, ſimply for 

'them: whence ariſeth pride and ſecuritie. 

9 Much loue of euill : as alſo of our ſelues, our friends, 
our pleaſure,profit, credit, &c. Secondly, little loue of God 
and of. goodnelle,and of Godsſeruants andſeruices. 

:10 Hatred of God and goodnes.Szcondly,want of hatred 
againſt our owneand others ſinnes. 

11 Abundance of wordly ſorrow; ſhame and diſcontent- 
-ment. Secondly, wantof ſpirituall griefe, and indignation 
againſt our owne & others tranſgrefſions. Thirdly,notlamen- 
ting forthe calamities of Gods people,priuate or pablike. 
.12 Jomoderate-carnall _— too little ſpirituallioy.. | 7 


4 A Dialogue of Preparation 
13 Hardnetſe of heart; benummedneile of conſcience: 

or helliſh terrours and accuſations, proceeding from doing 

things eyther without, ar againſtthe rules of the word. 


Sinnes againſt the ſecond Commandement , 


1 B Ale and vnwarranted conceits of God,as when we 
frame any Image of him in our mindes, 

2 Worſhipping of Images. 

3 Adoration of Angels or Saints, obſeruing Holy-dayes 
in deuotion to them, ſwearing by them, &c. 

4. Approbation of Idolatry by preſence, ſpeech,gefture, 
filence,keeping of ſuperſtitious Relikes and Monuments,kee- 
ping companie with Idolaters, &c. x | 

5. Neglet of any of: Gods ordinances, as of preaching, 
hearing, reading, meditation, conference, the wy of good 
bookes,and of good company;of priuateand publike prayer, 
falting, making of vowes, &c. 

6 Superſticious faſting, raſh vowes, breach of lawfull 
vowes, abuſe of lots, &c. 

7 Want of ſorrow for being-borne of Idolatrous fore- 
fathers, "2 


Sinnes againſt the third Commandement.. 


1 JJRofcſlion ioyned with prophanenelle, vvhereby- 
Gods Name is diſhonoured. 

2 Abuling of Gods word;firſt, by fruitleſſe ſpeaking of it. 
Secondly,framing ieſts out of it,or againſt it, Thirdly,main- 
taining of (inne by it, Fourthly, applying it to charming, &c. . 

3 Abuling the names or titles of God. Firſt, byadmira- 
tion, as by faving in our common talke, 0Lord, oleſus,&c, 
Secondly, by curling,&c. ; 

4 Swearing vainely, outragioully, falſely; &c, 

5. Blaſpheming, | 

6- Taking a lawful oath without due reucrenceand con- - 
' fideration. 
7.-Praying without faith, feeling, reuerence, feruencie, 

IF SY *% . not: 
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to the Lords Supper. ” 
not waiting for an-anſwere,&c.asking evill things :ayming) 
more in our requeſts, at the relieuing of our neceſlitic; then 
acthe aduancement of Gods glory, 
-8 Hearing, reading, meditatings conferring, ſinging of 
Plalmes, and receiuing the Sacrament without preparation, 
attention, reuerence, delight and proie. 
9 Light paſling over of Gods great workes of Creation, 
Preſeruation, Redemption, as allo of other his mercies, and 
-iudgements. | 
ro Abuſeof our Chriſtian libertie, tothe hardening, en- 
- ſnaring, peruerting;or uſt grieuing of any. 


Sinnes againſt the fourth Commandement, 
al N\£2-t of preparation for the' Sabbath before it 
- ...4 Vcome, and of fitting our hearts for holy Seruices 
when'it is come, 
2 Prophane abſence from, or vnfruitfull preſence at 
Gods ordinance. IP 
3 Exceſſive cating and drinking, which cauſeth drowſi- 
-nelle, and vnfitneſle for Gods wotkla. 
.4 Doing any ordinary worke of our Calling. . 
5 Allrecreations which diſtract. 
6 Vaineand worldly ſpeeches and thoughts. 
7 A ſecret delire that the-Sabbath were ouer. 
 8$ Negleof calling ourſeluesor others to a reckonirig 
. after holy Exerciſes. 
9 Giving liberty to our ſeluesin the night before” the 
whole Sabbath be ended. 


Smmes axrainſ the fift Commandement. 


Sinnes of all Inferiours in refpe#t of their Superiours, 
1' Ant of reverence inward or outward. 2.Neg- 


'V le& of prayer. 3.And of humble ſubmillion. * 


Smnes of all Superiours. 


good example, PY 


-2 Want of loue. 2, Failing in prayer. 3- Andingiving Dattz 
B:3 Sinnts "1 


A Dialogue of Preparation 
Sinnes of (hildren in reſpett of their Parems, 
1 Diſobedience;, | | ; 
2 Murmuring at their Parents corretions,though vniult. 
3 Contemning of them for any defe& of body or minde. 
4 Vnthankefulneſle, in not relieuing them, not. ſtanding 
for their deſerued credit,&c.. gh 
| Sinnes of Parents, 

r Negligencein hot inſtructing their Children betime.. 

2 Not correQting them till it be too late : or doing it with. 
bitternelſe, without compaſlion, inſtruction, and prayer. 

3 Giving them ill example.. - 

4 Negle& ofbringing them vp in ſome lawfull calling. 

5 Not beſtowing them timely,& religiouſly in marriage. 

6 Light behaviour before them,and too much familiari- 
tiewith them, whereby they become vile in their eyes. 

7 Loving beautie,or any outward parts morethen Gods 
Imagein them, | 

$ Alinnepeculiartothe Mother is,refuling to nurſe them. 
*  CSeruants ſomes in _ of their Gonernonrs, 
The three firſt ſinnes of Children may be in Seruants, 
as alfo theſe that follow. 

r Idleneſſein their calling. 

2 Vnthriftinelſeand vnfaithfulneſſein dealing with their 
Maſters goods and affayres. 

3 Stealing, priuie defrauding of them, &c. 

4 Eye-ſernice. | | 

Diners ſmmes of Parents are found in Maſters, 
as allo theſe that follow. 

1. Vnaduiſed entertaynment of ſinnefull ſeruants, 

2 Not viing religiousexerciſes with them : not admoniſh- 
ing norcorrefting them, or doing it in an illmanner : grie- 
uing more when they faile in their bulinetſe,;then whea-they 
are ſlacke in Gods ſervice, Ws 

3 Not recompenling their labours, by giuing them a due 
never when they are with them, and when they part from 
them. | | 
* --4 Negled of them in ſicknelle ; vniuſt ſtopping of their 
wages for thattime, 

ous eb  '4 Not 
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5 Not relieuingthem (if they be able) in their age, vvho 
haueſpenttheir youth in theirſeruice. 
Stmnes of the wit in _ of her Huſband. 
I Failingin reverence,which appeareth in froward lookes, 
ſpeeches or behauiour. 
2 Diſobedience in the ſmalleſt matters. 
| Sinnes of the Huſband, 
1 Not dwelling with his Wife. 
2 Negledt of edifying herby inſtruction and example. 
3 Denying her comfortable maintenance and imploy- 
ment, 
Sinnes common to them hoth. 
1 Want of loue. 
2 Bewraying one anothers infirmities: diſcoucringeach 
others ſecrets. 
3 Jeloufie, 4 Contention. 
Sinnes of the people inregard of their Miniſters, 
1 Diſobeying and oppoling againlt their doctrine. 
2 Denying them competent maintenance. | 
3 Not ſtanding for them when they are wronged. 
Sinnes of Mmifters. 
1 Slackneſle in preaching. 2 Vnprofitable or hurtfull 
teaching, 3 Giuing il} example. 
Sinnes of Subiefts, 
x Rebellion. 2 Refulingto pay dues. 
Somes of Magiſtrates. 
x Careleſnes in eſtabliſhing and promoting true Religion. 
2 Of maintayning peace, and prouidingthat malefaRtors 
may be puniſhed,and well-doers be encouraged. 
Simes of Inferiours in gifts,or age. 
: Not acknowledging, nor reuerencing nor imitating 
the graces of their Superiours. l 


-2 Deſpiling of the aged. 


Sinnes againſt the ſixt Commandement, 
I RA anger, enuy; hatred, malice, 
2 


rawling, reuiling threatning, and provoking-of 


others. FLO 
B4 3 Figh- 
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8 A Dialogue of Preparation 
3 Fighting. F 
4. Crueltie in puniſhing; oppreſling, &c. 
5 Murdering of our felues or others, or conſent thereto. 
6 Immoderate worldly ſorrow : negled of Phylicke, of 
wholſame dyct and exerciſe, ſurfeiting and drunkennetle;all 
which are eacmies tothe health and life of man. 
7-Crucltie to our owne or othersſoules, 


Sinnes aBtinſ} the ſeauenth Commandement. 


I Duleerie, fornication, inceſt, rape, Sodomie. 

3: All wantonnes,ſecretor open,alone or with others, 

3 Noturnall pollutiens,luftfull dreames, &c. 

4 Vnholy mariages, in regard of religion, age, ncereneſle 
of bloud, want of Parents-conſent, &c. 

5 Abuſe of the marriage- | natural ſeparation, Ley.18.19 
bed,not obſcruing the time of folemne humiliation, 

6- Nouriſhing of the cauſes and occalions of wantonnes, 
as impure lults, furte:ring,drunkennelle, idlenetle,Jafciuious 
apparrell,ſocietiewith Jaſciuiousperſons,lewd bookes.longs - 
or ſpeeches: wanton lookes,pictures,[tage-playes,dauncing, 
dalliance,&c, | 

7 Wearing apparrell contrary to'our ſexe. 

8 Vnlawtull divorce. 


, " =_ 
Sumnes againſt 196 euzhr Commanacme#:. 


7 Ouetouſnetle, and a!l defire of our Neighbours 
goods, albeit through feare or ſhame wee cannot 
get them. 

2 Church-obbing., 

3 Robbing of our {elues by waſtfulnes in dyet, apparrell, 
gaming, &c., by idlenelle, vnaaduiſed Suretiſhip , nigardli- 
nelle, &c. 

4:Robbing of ethers,taking away the ſmalleſt things,firlt, 
by fraud, Secondly, vncharitable incloſure, Thirdly,dealing 
wrongfully with the g00ds of ti.e deceaſed. Fourthly, de- 
ceit in buying andſclling. Fifily, with-kolding eytherthings 
| *n. COIN- 
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committed vnto vs,or things found, lent, earned, or other- 
wiſe due. 

5- Not making of reſtitution. 

6 Counſelling or conſenting toothersin theft. 


Sinnes againſt the ninth Commandement. 


I Þ** witnelle-bearing in publike or priuatezor con- 
ſenatthereunto, . J 
2 Raiſing, ſpreading abroad,or liſtening to falſe reports 
of tale-bearers. 
3 Raſh (uſpition, hard iudging,interpreting thingsin the 
worlt (enſe. 
4 Aggrauating and diſcovering others infirmities without - 
carcof their credit, others edification,or our owne good. O 
5 Flattery:” 
6 Eying, though in ieſt, or to a good-end, 
7 Boalting. 
8. Iniurious charging of our ſelues tobe hypocrites'in 
time of temptation. | 
9 Want of care,of our owne and others good name;that : 
God might haue more glory. =; 


The breach of the tenth ( ommandement | by, 


AVltitudes of euill thoughts and motions againſt our ' 
LY Eneighhours, and ſcarcitie of ſuch as are good. 
- When wee haue attained to a particular fight of our many and 
grieuous intyuities and tranſgreſſions, what us further to be done 
vs f " 
We mult labour to bring our hearts to true ſorrow and 2-Godly for+" * 
contrition for the ſame. Seocke Ser 
What we u there of that ? -- _ Ia. ip 
lt is very requiſite in divers reſpeQs; it being a ſpeciall Dog... 
meanes to purge our ſoules from the pollution of linne, to 74m.4.>nf. 8.9. 
moue the Lord to have compaſſion on vs,and plentifully to "0326-3 
powre downe his mercies vpon vs; without which it is cer="2,4 Lag 
taine there is no ſound repeatance in vs,Nor Mercy to be Ex- 1 Chrozgorer.2 + 
peed from our God, x 5. [I 
oy Sirh _ 
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